DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
JOINT TASK FORCE NORTH
FORT BLISS, TEXAS 79918-0058

June 21, 2006

REPLY TO
ATTENTION OF

Freedom of Information Act Office

Mr. Keith Yearman

College of DuPage

Health, Social, and Behavioral Sciences Division
425 Fawell Blvd.

Glen Ellyn, Illinois 60137-6599

Dear Mr. Yearman:

In response to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request submitted to HQ NORAD
USNORTHCOM/CS, FOIA OFFICER, dated April 16, 2006, forwarded to Joint Task Force
North on May 2, 2006, as FOIA request # 0417-0053USN, regarding “how many times
personnel assigned to JTF VI have fired their weapons at people, and how many people
have actually been struck by JTF VI gunfire,” the following information is provided.

The attached listing, enclosure 1, is the only comprehensive document maintained by Joint
Task Force North, formerly known as Joint Task Force Six, that lists the incidents involving
military personnel that fired their weapons while performing a Joint Task Force Six mission. As
the document indicates, there have been only four incidents where military personnel have fired
their weapons: March 10, 1993, incident resulted in no injuries to either the assailants or the U.S.
personnel; July 4, 1993, incident resulted in no arrests or injuries; January 24, 1997, suspect hit
in shoulder and apprehended by U.S. Border Patrol; and May 20, 1997, the shooting incident at
Redford, Texas where Marines returned fire and the individual died.

A fact sheet on the January 24, 1997, shooting incident at Brownsville, Texas, is at
enclosure 2, and a fact sheet on the May 20, 1997, shooting incident at Redford, Texas, is at
enclosure 3.

There have been no incidents involving military personnel on JTF Six / North missions
firing their weapons since the May 20, 1997, shooting incident at Redford, Texas.

In accordance with the established records maintenance policies, which direct that we
destroy all records after five years, JTF North has no records of the above listed incidents with
the exception of the May 20, 1997, shooting incident at Redford, Texas.

A redacted copy of the May 20, 1997, shooting incident at Redford, Texas, investigation is
at enclosure 4. In accordance with FOIA exemption #6, cited below, the names of all non-public
persons included in the document have been redacted in accordance with the Privacy Act.



-

Number 6. Information in personnel and medical files, as well as similar personal
information in other files, that, if disclosed to the requester would result in a clearly
unwarranted invasion of personal privacy. Release of information about an individual
contained in a Privacy Act System of Records that would constitute a clearly

unwarranted invasion of privacy is prohibited, and could subject the releaser to civil
and criminal penallties.

The Freedom of Information Act provides you with the right to file an appeal to this
response. The appeal must be made in writing within 45 days of this letter to:

Director, Freedom of Information & Security Review
1155 Defense Pentagon, Room 2C757
Washington, D.C. 20301-1155

If this office can be of further assistance, please contact the JTF North FOIA Officer,
Mr. Armando Carrasco, at telephone number: (915) 568-8789.

Sincerely,

=zt

Armando Carrasco
JTF North Freedom of Information Act Officer

Enclosures



Joint Task Force North / Six — As of 27 May 97

Military personnel firing weapons in self-defense

(1) JT323-93, Sensor mission, USBP McAllen, TX, 2d SCAMP. On 10 Mar 93, unit-personnel
provided covering fire to the supported LEA. Marines and USBP were in the process of
establishing a monitoring site when six personnel were observed loading bundles from a raft into
two vehicles. When the USBP agents identified themselves, the suspects began firing at the
agents. The Marines determined the USBP agents were in a life threatening situation and
returned fire. One assailant was arrested by USBP and 20001bs of marijuana seized. No injuries
to either the assailants or US personnel.

(2) JT147-93, LP/OP, USBP El Centro, CA, LRSD 522MI BN. On 4 July 93, two unknown
persons fired into the military LP/OP position. Self-defense return fire. No arrests or injuries.

(3) JT002-97Z, LP/OP, USBP McAllen, TX, C Co. 1/5 SFG. On 24 January 1997, two three
man LP/OP positions were inserted on the Rio Grande river SE of Brownsville, TX. At approx.
2015 hours, 9 individuals (1 armed w/pistol) were observed crossing the river w/in 30 feet of
LP/OP. Person with pistol robbed illegals. Three unidentified persons detected behind LP/OP.
LP/OP attempted to move to more advantageous position when encouritered three unidentified
persons. Persons approached team and were repeatedly told to halt. One person quickly
approaches within 10-15 feet of team member and shoots at team member. NVGs discarded and
11 shots fired in self-defense. Suspect hit in shoulder, apprehended by USBP. AR 15-6
investigation conducted.

(4) JT414-97A, LP/OP, USBP Marfa, TX, 11th Marines. The team had been in the AO for three
days. On 20 May 1997, an LP/OP team moving from their daytime hide site to their nighttime
LP/OP position observed an 18 year old Hispanic male, a high school senior with no known
criminal record at this time, approaching them carrying a lever action, small caliber rifle 1.5 km
south of Redford, TX. At 1813, the individual fired at the team from a distance of about 200
meters. The team identified themselves as Marines and told the individual to stop. The team
notified USBP and attempted to withdraw. The individual followed, attempting to outflank the
team and fired again. The team leader returned fire, hitting the individual at 1834. USBP arrives
on scene at 1848. At 1859, the air MEDEVAC launched. Individual died enroute to Alpine
Hospital in Alpine, TX. Mission commander has force protection concems as the individual has
family on both sides of the border which may desire to retaliate. The team was extracted and
isolated in a hotel for questioning. FBI is in charge of the investigation. R and Ml
MR designated JTF-6 10s.

ENCLOSURE #1



FACT SHEET:
Brownsville Shooting Incident — 24 Jan 97

e On 24 Jan 97, 2200hrs., a Special Forces NCO fired his M-4 carbine 11
times in response to the threat of deadly force while on JT002-97Z (LP/OP
mission in support of USPB) in the vicinity of southeast Brownsville, Texas.

e The assailant fired a .38 caliber round at the Special Forces NCO; the
round did not strike the NCO.

¢ The assailant and two others, all Mexican nationals had allegedly just
robbed a group of illegal immigrants when they ran into the SF soldiers
hiding the brush. The assailant fired at the SF NCO when he was
instructed to stop in Spanish. The SF NCO returned fire.

¢ One round struck the assailant under his left rear shoulder, just behind the
armpit, and exited under the collarbone to the right front of the left
shoulder ' '

o The assailant exited the zone of fire and was subsequently encountered by
two other members of the team. They provided medical assistance.

o The JCS Standing Rules of Engagement were in effect and the ROE was
followed.

e On 26 Jun 97, a U.S. District Judge sentenced the assailant to five years
and 10 months in a federal prison. He was also fined $200 and was to also
serve three years probation once he leaves prison.

o The assailant pleaded guilty to assaulting a federal officer and carrying a
firearm in the commission of a federal crime. In exchange the prosecutor
dropped the charge of attempting to kill a federal officer, which carries a
maximum penalty of 25 years.

¢ The unit resumed the mission on the night of 31 Jan 97.

ENCLOSURE #2



FACT SHEET:
Redford Shooting Incident — 20 May 97

e On 20 May 97, approx. 1827 hrs., in the vicinity of Redford, Texas, while
on JT414-97, in response to the perceived threat of deadly force against

USMC . G fired one round from his
M-16A2 rifle at Mr. (NG

e The round stuck Mr. R approx. six inches below his right armpit.
Mr. IR v 2s pronounced dead at the scene by the Justice of the
Peace.

¢ Events leading to the shooting began at 1800 hrs., while the four-man team
on a LP/OP mission stopped to observe a horse and a rider on the Mexican
side of the Rio Grande. The team next observed an individual carrying a
rifle on the U.S. side.

e According to the team, the individual fired two shots at them and then
proceeded to tactically move east, bounding from one bush to another, as to
flank the team.

o After notifying his TOC and the U.S. Border Patrol, of them being fired
upon, the team leader moved the team approx. 90 meters to the east in
order to maintain visual contact. At a distance of approx. 125 meters

observed the individual raise his weapon and aim in the

S
direction of NS, vhereupon QR rd-

e The JCS Standing Rules of Engagement were in effect and the ROE appear
to have been followed. Two state grand juries and one federal grand jury
reviewed the incident and did not indict. An investigation by the Texas
Rangers resulted in no charges.

e DOD cooperated to the fullest extent with all investigations at local, state,
and federal levels. The Department of Navy and Department of Justice
reached a $1.9 million settlement with the family.

ENCLOSURE #3



Redford Shooting Incident — 20 May 97
Joint Task Force Six
AR15-6 Investigation

ENCLOSURE #4



DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
JOINT TASK FORCE SiX
FORT BLISS, TEXAS 79516-0058

REPLY TO ~~
ATTENTION OF

¥CJT-CG (FCJT-JA/S5 Jun 97) (15-¢b) 2nd End LTC Cory/mtb/
AV 987-8436 o e .
SUBJECT: AR 1:t-6 Investigative Report, 29 May 97

Headquarters, Joint Task Force Six, ATTN: FCJT-JA, Biggs
AAF, Bldg. 11603, Fort Bliss, TX 79916-0058 6 June 1997

‘FOR Commander, USAADAC & Ft. Bliss, ATTN: ATZC-CG, Fort
Bliss, TX 739916 ‘ :

1. Forwarded for Appointing Authority review.

2. The recommendations of the Report of Investigation (ROI)
into a shooting incident occurring on 20 May 1997 in the
vicinity of Presidio, Texas during JTF-6 mission JT414-974,
are approved.

3. By copy hereof, the JTF-6 Director of Operations (J3) is
directed to implement recommendations 1 through 4 and 6

through 9. The JTF-6 Director of Intelligence (J2) is

directed to implement recommendation 5. Directors will

report completion or progress of implementation, to me, by

COB 13 Jun 97. . . ‘ »
4. Request that upon completion of your review, that a copy

of the ROI be forwarded to Commander, FORSCOM and Commanding
General, I Marine Expeditionary Force.

B AT T TR L it S e L e AT L L et BN e

m L LOVELACE [/ IR+ -~—me - o

Brigadier General, U.S. Army
Commanding



" DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
JOINT TASK FORCE' SIX ‘
FORT BLISS, TEXAS 79816-0058

REPLY TO
ATTENTION OF

FCJT-CG (15-6b) 23 June 1997

MEMORANDUM THRU HQ, US Army Forces Command, Office of the SJA,
ATTNTLTC 4NN, Building 130 North, Fort
McPherson, GA 30330-6000

. FOR HQ, US Atlantic Command, ATTN: LTC Kirkland, 1562 Mitscher
Ave, Suite 200, Norfolk, VA 23551-2488

SUBJECT: Release of Report of Investigation on Redford Shooting

1. Due to possible pending litigation, the United States
Attorney handling the case requests limited distribution pending
his review. Brigadier General Lovelace’s original letter
envisioned release into the FORSCOM and USACOM command groups.
Please keep close hold and do not release outside of operational
channels.

2. pPoC is MAJ W, JTF-6 Legal Office, DSN: 978-8113;

Coml. (915) 568-8113.
S:ﬁ} N Q&&w&ﬂ

Y L.. HUNGERBREELER
Col, USAF

FOR THE COMMANDER:

S Cli e O f ShAF F s s e e




FCJT-CG (1S5-6Db) 20 June 1997

MEMORANDUM THRU HQ, US Army Forces Command, Office of the SJA,

ATTN: LTC q Building 130 North, Fort
McPherson, GA 0330-6000

FOR HQ, US Atlantic Command, ATTN: LTC Wik 1562 Mitscher
Ave, Suite 200, Norfolk, VA 23551-2488

SUBJECT: Report of Investigation into Redford Shooting

1. Enclosed is a final, approved copy of subject report (Encl 1)
forwarded for your information.

"3 Due to possible pending litigation, the United States
Attorney handling the case requests limited distribution pending
his review. Please do not release the report into operational
channels at this time.

3. Enclosed are a summary of my briefing to MG "M on the
matter (Encl 2) and copies of the Marines statements to law
enforcement officials that became available after the report was

approved (Encl 3). S .
3 Encls JAMES J. LOVELACE, JR.
as ~_Brigadier General, U.S. Army
e e R A BB vertou S .
[
- ____CF_:_v mre e et e e o e et em maimm s vei o aee i cees et s s i v % em st o o s 11 2+ somt ot ira. e — = tvim tamr— -

CTR, I MEF (w/encls)

CDR, lst MARDIV (w/encls)

DOJ (w/encls)

US Attorney (w/encls)

USA Litigation Div. (w/encls)
JCS Gen’l Counsel (w/encls)
CEP&S (w/encls)




REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS BY INVESTIGATING OFFICER/BOARD OF OFFICERS

For use of this form. see AR 15-6. the proponent agency is OTJAG.

IF-MORE SPACE 1S REQUIRED IN FILLING OUT ANY PORTION OF THIS FORM, ATTACH ADDITIONAL SHEETS

SECTION | - APPOINTMENT

Conmanding General. Hqs u.s. Army Air Defense Artillery Center and Fort Bliss , Fort Bliss, Texas 79916-0058

{Appointing authority)

Appointed by

on 20 May 97 -_.._ lAtach inclosure 1: Letter of appoiniment or summary of oral appoiniment data.) (See pars 3-15. AR 15-6.)

SECTION 1l - SESSIONS

The (invesiigation) thoard) commenced at Marta. Texas o 1130
(Place) (Time)
on _2[_ May 9.7 ... . (if a formal board met for more than one session. check here 3. Indicate in an inclosure the time each session began and

tDate) . . .
ended, the place, pe;.wnx present and absent, and explanation of absences, if anv.) The following persons (members, respondents, counsel) were
present:  (Afler each name. indicate capacity, e.g.. President. Recorder. Member. Legal Advisor.)

The following persons (members, respondenis, counsel) were absent: (Include brief explanation of each absence.) (See paras 5-2 and 5-8a, AR 15-6.)

The tinvestigating officer) thoard) linished gaihering/hearing evidence at —— 1200 o _on _.. 29 M3L97
(Time) tDaie)
and completed findinga and recomrhendations at . 16_00 _on +29 ng 97
(Time) tDate)

SECTION it - CHECKLIST FOR PROCEEDINGS

A. COMPLETE IN ALL CASES
lTlnclnsuren (para J 15. AR 15-6)
Arc the tollowing inclosed and numbered consecutively with Roman numerals: (duitached in order listed)
a. The letter of ﬁppnmﬁﬁeh(?»? n ‘summur'yy -tl(-o;nrta;);;;;\(nlcmqaa’ ‘T

| YES|NOVINAY

pe— —— G U - —_ —_

h. Cnpy ol notice to rcspnndem i uny’ (Ser item 9. below)

:—; “Other ¢ corrcspnndcnce wv(h rcspundem or counscl nf nny’

I
LI All other writlen communications (o of from lhe appomlmz au(hnmy" T l |

Le. anacy Act Slmcmcms ((:mﬁrau lf mmmem provided orallv)’ - i ’ 1 V
1 . ) :

'f prlanatmn by the mvcsuea\mg olhcct of hmrd-olAan.y unuuual delays. dll'ﬁculllcs irregularities. or olhcr pruhlcms

} cncuunlered (e.g., absence of maierial wrmeun)’
g information as 10 scsmons nf a formal board not included on p paze 1 of this repnn’

!
l/: Any y other -xmmﬁcnm pnpcru wlher than evidence) rcluung to administrative aspects of the i mvcsueuhon or hosrd? x |

TOOTNOTES: H‘Erplum alf ncgamt answers on an atiached sheel,

» ll\‘;’ of ':'f;( NIA column constitutes o positive represeniation thal the circumsiances described in the question did not occur in this investigation
[t ]

DA FORM 1574, MAR 83 EDITION QF NOV 77 IS OBSOLETE. Page | of 4 pages USAPPC



2 | Exhibits (para 3-16, AR 15-6)

¢ Are descnplmns or dmaraml mcludcd of locations vmled by the mvcslmalme officer or hoard (para 3-6b. AR 15- 6)?

s ‘cach writen mpulalmn attached as an exhibit and is each oral supulaunn cither reduced to writing and made an
exhibit ur recorded in a vcrhanm record? X

R YESINOVINAL
i a. Are all items offered fwhether or nof received) ‘or considered as evidence individually numbered or lettered as i NA ]
exhibiis and attached 1o this repnn’ ) . . X |
b. Is an index of all exhibits oﬂcred to or cnnsudered"l';y ]r;iésln-g_u;;;g olticer or hoard attached before the first exhibit? ' P4 }
| ~.” Tias the testimony/siatement of each Witness been recorded verbatim or been reduced 16 writien form and atiached as : -
: an exhibit? i X | !
4.7 ATe copies. descriptions. or depu:lmnu 1if substinited for real or documeniary evidence| properly autheniicated and is t ' t
! ihe location of the vriginal evidence indicated? | X | |
| rpp— :
|
!

X |

'

e—lf official notice of any matier was wken over the ohjcumn ofa rcwpondem or counsel. is & staiement of the matter
l of which official notice was 1aken aitached as an exhibit (para J3-16d. AR (5-6)?

|
|

)
H
}

3 | Was 8 uarum prgsem when the hoard voted on ﬁndmgs and recommendations (pamf 4/ and 5- Zb AR 15- 6)’ T
8. COMPLETE ONLY FOR FORMAL BOARD PROCEEDINGS (Chaprer 5. AR 15-6) T

| 4 -TAI the ini mmal session. d)d the rccorder rend. or delcnmne that all participants had read. the lctter of appointment (para 5-3b, AR [5-6)?

s TW!B a quorum present at st cvery session of the board (para 5-2b, AR 15-6)”

6 ' Was each ahsence of any memher pmpcrly excused (pam 35-2a, AR 15-6)?

77 Were members. witnesses. rcpnner and lmerprctcr sworn. if required (pam J-1. AR 15-6)?

8 | If any members who voted on tindings or recommendations were not present when the board received some evidence.
does the inclosure describe how they {amiliarized themselves with that evidence (pam 3-2d, AR 15-6)7

C. COMPLETE ONLY IF RESPONDENT WAS DESIGNATED (Section Il Chapier 5, AR 15-6) 3

9 | Notice fo respondents (para 3-5. AR 15-6):
a. Is the method and date of delivery 1o the rcnpondcm mdtcmed on each letter of notification?

h. Was the date of dehvery at |east ﬁveAworkmz days prior o Ihe f ™t session of the board? B

Does each Ietler of “notification indicate —

(l) the dale hour, and placc ‘of the Girst session of the board conccmme that respondent?

) (7) the matter to be mvc;ueuled mcludmz specuﬁc allegstions against the respondent. if any?

(3) " the rcspnndem L] nghls s with rczard 10 counsel?

T (4 the name and address uf each wnlness expecled 1o be called hy the recorder?

F_(S) the respomlenl L] nahls m he prcsenl prcscm ‘evidence. and cail wnnesaes"

d Was the rcspondem pmwdcd : cnpy of all unclnsslﬁcd documents in the case lile?

“e. If there were relevant classified materials. were “the respnndcm and his counsel given access and an opportunity to examine them?

10| If any respondent was dcsngnaled vd sfier the pmccedmg——n bcznn (or otherwise was absent during part of the proceedings):
a. Was he properly notified {para. ra 5-5. AR 15-6)7 )
b. Was record of procccdmzs s and cvndcnce received in his absence made available for examinstion by him and his counsel (pars 5-4c. AR 15-6)? !
Cnunul a)am 5. 6, 5.6, AR IS~6) B

[a. Was each respnndem rl.'presemcd by counsel?

Name and huqmcqn nddress nf cuunsel

e ————— —— e t— mm s i ——— e ——— L5

tlf counsel is a lawyer, check here [ ] )

b. Was respondent's counsel present at all open sessions of the board relating to that respondem?

. If military counsel was requesied but not made avsilable. is a copy (or, :foml a .mmmarv) of the request and the
action taken on it included in ihe report (para 5-6b, AR 15-6)?

fﬁ if the renpondem chnllenged the legal advisor ar any voling member for lack of unpmuhly (para 5-7, AR 15-6):
. a. Was the challcnne properly denied and by the appropriate nmcer?

‘b Did esch member successfully challenged ccase to pnmc:palc in the proceedlnes?
{13 Was the rcspondem given an opportunity to (para 5-8a, AR 15-6):
a. Be present ent with his counsel at all open sessions of the hoard which deal with any matter which concerns that respondent?”

I‘i Examine and object to the introduction of real and documcnlary evidence. including writien statements?
—-

Ohjecl 1o the tesnmony of wilnesses and cross-cxamine witnesses uther than his own?

4. Call witnesses and nlherw:sc mlmducc evudcnce? -

e. Testify as a witness? _}_

/- Make ur have his counsel make # final smemcm or argutnent  (parg 5-9. AR 15-6)?

14 1 1T requested. "did the recorder assist the respondent in nhlmnmz evidence in possession ol the Government and in Ir
{ arranging for the presence of witnesses (para 5-8h, AR 5-6)? '

| 15| Are all of the respondent’s requests and objections which were denied indicated in the report of proceedings or in an ‘
i inclosure or exhibit to it (para 5-11. AR 15-6)” |

;:()—OTNO'IES: If Explain all negative onswers on an aniached shest, . -

Y Use of the NIA column romstitutes a pasitive representation that the cirrumstances described :
Y e b«% d P ep scribed in the que.mon did not occur in this invessigation

Page 2 of 4 pages. DA Form 1574, Mar 83

USAPPC :‘OO




SECTION Vi - AUTHENTICATION (para 3-17, AR 15-6)

ES_R—EF(_).ET OF PROE’EF;D!NES 1S COMPLETE AND ACCURATE. (lf anv voting member or the recorder fails to sign here or in Section
[ below, indicate the reason in the space where his signaiure should appear.) )

" A o AR L i g B Ut
M AT M B, St TS Rt
e —(kero;derf T - (Investigating Officer) (President)
— Membery - {Member) |
e T T ey T T T T — ) (Member) ‘——

. SECTION VN - MINORITY REPORT (para J-13. AR 15-6)
To the extent indicated in o . the undersigned do{es) not concur in the findings and recommendations of the board.
(In the inclosure. identify by number each finding and/or recommendation in which the dissenting member(s) dofes) not concur. State the
reasons for disagreement. Additional/substilute findings and/or recommendations may be included in the inclosure.)

e e e -+ e

(}Agnli;tri - B T (Member)
SECTION Viii - ACTION BY APPOINTINGWN 2-3. AR 15-6)
TTHETHE ' i RedaPRIOYEd). (digh ‘ /

D 9 d . N .: y R .‘l" - y “N ( K3 .
subissitaritms). (If the appointing authority returns the proceedings to the invesiy . oF bdard for further procerdings or
corrective action, aitach that correspondence (or a summary, if oral) as a numbered inclosure. )









































































