TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC. SAFETY
' TEXAS RANGER DMSION '

YOLUNTARY STATEMENT OF ACCUSED

THE STATE OF TEXAS - .

COUNTY OF PRESIDIO

o Ir [ am 19 years of age, my date of birth is — [ was born in

My name 1s

1 presently reside at " The
personto whom [ am giving this statement has been identified to me as _ a peace officer duly
commissioned by the State of Texas. ‘ | ,

This statement is being given voluntanly, without fear of duress or threat, and without promise of leniencv.
Pror to this statement being made, 1 was ddvised that I am suspected of or charged with the offense of

Further, [ was advised of the following Coustitutional Rights:
I have theright to remain silent and net make any statement at all and that any statement i

make may be used against me at my trial;

,,/
&

Any statement 1 make may be used as evidence against me im ¢ourt;

Il
ol

1 have the right to bave a ‘i:nwyer’spresem 10 advise me prior to and during any guestioning;

\. 4 1f I am umnable to emgﬂoy a lawyer, I have the right to have a lawyer appointed to advise me prior
to and during any questioning; ‘

el . : N .

8. I have the right to terminate the interview at any time; and

¥
prior to and during the making of this statement, I knowingly, intelligently, and voiuntarily waive those
rights set out in the warning above, and having knowingly, intelligently and voluntan]y waived those
nghts. 1do herehy make the followmg free and voiuntary statement' ‘

= My name is 1 was bom m—w 3 famcnn‘emly in_the

United States-Marine Qprp and have been a Marine for one year and seven months:. I'am.in the Fifth Battalion,
First Marine’ Division, 11th Marines at Camp Pendleton;. California: Camp. Pendletort.is located near San

Diego. California. My mailing address - My base
teiephone number is ﬂ A live off base and ~ have just moved ta an apartmend B
 California. T don’t remember the street address because' I jUSt moved in"om

the dav befare we came to Texas.” My horiie phone number 1-'“\73

“‘f)unng my career with the Marnne Carps, 1 have attended Basic: Training, Marine Combat Training, Motor
Vehicle Trumng, \/eiuc‘e ‘T{ecoven/ Training, Combat «\strnan Tramning, quoner Escort Training, and.

)



JHazmdous Material Training. [ recently volunteered for this aséigmnent with the Joint Task Force 6 or JTF6. 1
received about a months training at 29 Palms Marine Base in California for the JTF assignment. Most of the
JTF training was a refresher course on things that we had been taught in basic training. 1 had been assigned to

a team with the JTF Kroject which consisted of Corporal _the team leader, Lance Corpora !

Lance Corpor and myself. 1 knew all of the members of the team because we were all from Camp
Pendleton. Corporal Sl was the team leader. I was the. assistant team leader and aidsman. Lance
Corporal- was the communications member and Lance C orporal-vas the remaining team memberrg\ <

“Forty of us from Camp Pendleton flew in to Fort Bliss in El Paso on May 13, 1997 We came to the Marfa
airport in vehicles from El Paso. On Saturday, May 18, 1997, my team, Team 7, was inserted into an area near
the Polvo Crossing. We ‘had driven through the town of Presidio prior to armiving at our assigned area. Our
daytime hiding place near Polvo was about ten yards from the Rio Grande River in a brushy area where we
could not be seen. We maintained our observation post from about 6:00 PM to about 6:00 AM, during the
nighttime hours. We were assigned to watch for traffic going back across the river, fackages, or excessive
people in the back of trucks. During the daylight hours, we would return to the hiding place and stay until
night. While on this assignment, we were dressed in a full “Gilly” suit as were my team members. We wore the
“Gilly” to enable us to blend with the surroundings. We were all armed with M-16 rifles. As a marine, we are
trained not to have a round in the chamber of the M-16. 'In the JTF project. we cannot carry a round in the
chamber of the M-16 until the team leader orders us to chamber a round.%

A‘:‘Xt about 6:00 PM, our team, Team 7, moved into our observation point. On the way:to the observation point.
we observed a person on a horse. The person on the horse was heading north up the, Rio Grande River. This
person was wearing a white cowboy hat, white longsleeve button up shirt, blue jeans, and black boots and was
riding a brown horse. At this time, our team leader, Corporal bserved a person directly in front of
us. I looked and could see this person. The person that I saw was a younger Mexican male wearing blue jeans.
a dark shirt, and a baseball cap. The male appeared to be herding goats because there were several goats going
into the draw between the male and us. A few seconds later, Lance Corpor told us that this male had a
weapon. At this time, we were all squatted down. 1 could tell that the Mexican male subject could see us by
the way he was acting. He was staring at us and bobbing and weaving in and out of the brush. I could tell that
the Mexican male aimed in on us, myself and Lance Corporal -because we were a large target and there
was not too much terrain for us to blend in with us, shrubbery or anything. The Mexican male fired one round
and a second later he fired another round. We could hear the sound of the gunshot and also could hear the
bullets come by us where we were squaning"‘g\\\_:‘»

QG% this time, all of us got into the prone position. Corpora—, the team leader, called in on the Saber
portable radio and told someone that we were taking fire. Immediately after thatm toid everyone to
. chamber a round. I had a bead on the Mexican male with the weapon who was mo ack and forth and up
towards the “fort” at this'tLiIﬁéI The “fort™ is the adobe ruins in the area where the subject is located. Corporal
turned to his rear and yelled for Lance Corporal o move to Corporal ” position. The
two of them started moving to our immediate right. Myself and Lance Corpora oved forward, to the
north, into some thick brush. Then we started moving to the right. Corpor is on top of a little hill
I had a visual on Corporal s. He is yelling to me but I could not hear Mm because the wind wa
‘blowing. Corporal signaled to me and [ went to him. [ stopped about five yards from him and he tolc
me to go get Lance T orporal and have him report to him. At this time, myself and Lance Corpore
were with Corporal CorporaJ*gave me the Saber radio and I took his post on top ¢

a little hill. Lance Corporal “went down in front of me and went to immediate right. Lanc

Corpora- and Corporal ere moving down a draw and 1 could not see Lance Corporal.
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33t this time. 1 looked in a northerly direction and looked for the person with the weapon. I saw the person
with the weapon in front of an old house and this person was looking back towards—, and

-vere DY

| could hear a female on the radio and she was telling someone about our location. I got on the radio ‘and told
them the location of the man with the gun because they had his location all wrong. I looked over to check on
the other Marines and could see all three of them moving up towards the old house and the man with the gun. 1
was watching the person with the gun through my sights covering th other Marines. At this time, I heard
people talking over the radio saying that they were 12 miles away. [ dropped the man from my sights keeping
my weapon at my shoulder. I grabbed the lithium battery and put it in my iap. I put the Saber radio in my lap
also and then heard a round fired. Ilooked up through my sights and all [ could see legs and calves of the man
with the gun which were up in the air. I grabbed the radio and yelled, “Break, Break, Break™ and told someone
that there was a “ian down”. Someone asked me who it was. I told them that it was the person with the
weapon that was down, that my Marines had taken him out™. I then said “Com break”. I grabbed the lithium
battery and the radio and ran down the draw and up the other side of the draw towards the other Marines. |
met up with Lance Corporal-and gave him the radio/ Ny

’\L‘?’proceeded to the road. As I approached the road, I could hear CorporalF yelling, “United States
Marines, Come QOut!” and he yelled this several times. By this time, I am at the road. I can see Corporal
and he could see me. We started moving across the dirt road and Corpor. ontinues to
yell, “United States Marines”. I secured the old house by looking in the windows and down the halls. I hear
Corpora“ yell that “I’ve got a visual, I've got a visual”. I ran around the back side of the house still
looking inside the house. At this time, I can see a little concrete box or well about three feet high. I saw feet
sticking out of one of the corners. As I moved closer, I could see Corporx to my right. He stopped
about five yards from the concrete box. I moved in and cleared the hole.” I aimed in on the person and visually
checked the person for weapons. I did not touch the person. I found his weapon on the back side of the
concrete box. I was wearing gloves and I picked up the weapon by the barrei and it seemed to be warm. 1
took the weapon and handed the weapon to Lance Corpor. who had come up beside me. Lance
Corporal took the weapon to Lance Corporal- who was kneeling down at the front corner of the house.’;:

"\-Corporal and I continued to observe the person and the area around us. In about 10 minutes.
Corporal 0

bserved cars pulling up and four to seven people running up the back hill with weapons. |
posted Lance Corporal on the side of the house by some brush. I moved into the open brush and went
towards the people with the weapons. When they were about half way up the hill, I stood up out of the bushes
and aimed in on them and yelled “United States Marines” several times. The first two people put their hands in
air and yelled “United States Border Patrol” and I recognized their green uniforms. 1 watched everyone go by
and waited until they all cleared, the last person being the drug task-force captain. I asked the drug task force

. captain if his men were up. He acknowledged and said, “yes”. I had the men covered and they moved to the
victim. The U. S. Border Patrol took control from there. Cpfpfiral-' and I assisted a Medivac
helicopter:land in front of the old house. I later made a written statement to Deputy Shei-i_i-js-—

1 have drawn a diagram of the area in which the incident' occurred. On this map‘,T I have'drawn the landmarks as
well as the movements of all péople involved. [ have affixed my signature to this map. Py

¢
I HAVE READ THE ABOVE:STATEMENT CONSISTING OF THREE PAGES, EACH OF WHICH

BEARS MY INITIALS. THIS ;fATEMENfr IS TRUE AND CORRECT TO THE BEST OF MY
KNOWLEDGE. v .
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Witness

Signature of Accused
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nd the rest of my team LCPL
were moving into our OP as we
otice a horse on the Mexico side of the border. Not too
notice a person herding goats a few hundred meters in front of
When I saw the

On or about 1800 on 970520 I LCPL jRi

PCPL - and our team leader CP
oved into position

CPL
long after that CPL
us. I was kneeling shghtly to the left and to the rear of CPL
person I noticed he had a weapon. I cailed it out to the team. is time CPI:M
had also noticed the weapon. He told us to lock and load which Tdid. We waiched the
“ :*person and we noticed he had seéff'us and was watching us. Then the person’s weapon
came up and he fired a round at which time I moved farther to the left of CPL and
into the prone. And we all started moving for cover. I went down into the draw and noticed
* that my team was now to my right on a hill about 50 meters from me. [ started to the hill
and when I got there CPL was moving toward CPL M he took CP
place on the hill to cover US.” Then myself, CPL L oved through
the «  and to the top of a draw about 400-500 meters from the person. Myself on CPL
» - and LCPL on his left and CPL moved about 50-100 meters
g happened so we moved one by

.. ' out "U.S. Marines", no
arow A ‘t this time CPL old me to move farther to

the righ.. . ... e person for a secOnd then I heard a shot that was
“~m CPL .. . er I notice the person fell 300-400 meters

from ) hep ealie < Marines” then we all moved toward the

person an. T 88 o0 e'sint ~y and I seen feet sticking up out of

the hole. CPL . . _ ™ umc  madc he scene and helped CPL“

clear the hole. Afizr the hoiwe was cicar CPL picked up a weapon next to the ho

and handed it to me at which time I walked it to LCPL and he secured it. A few

___minutes later CP noticed more persons moving trof our left with weapons.
Myself and CPL moved towards the persons calling out "U.S. Marines" and they
called out "U.S. Border Patrol Patrol” then they took over the situation.

This statement is true to the best of my knowledge.




LCPL —

¥

¢ww Today on 20th May 97 at approxxmﬂtely 1800 hrs. we left our hidesight and proceeded to.
our observation point. At that time CP d observed the goat herder and some
goats. The suspect was about 500 or 600 m away from our observation’ point. At this time
the suspect had shot tow rounds at C and LCP The rounds had went 2
between myself and CPL li!!habout 1 to 2 minute spacing. At that time
CP had called 1t 1n to H500 and told them that we were receiving fire from
suspect. At that time myself and CPLW moved north to a higher sight . At that time

was moving north up toward the house ing up and down on his way to the house. After
the shots were fired from the suspect CPL ck and load at the

. had ordered. us to
time. While myself and CPmmoved north, CPL had the
suspect in his snght while we move e moved down through a draw (CP

]_,CPL still going north with CPL till having the suspects in his
sights. yself CP and LCP ove 10 a sight that CPL had eyes
on and fired a shot at the suspect. It was about 200 to 300 meters gflrom us an suspect.
The formation for us going through the draw was myself on the right, CPL in the
center, and CP on the left. The formation for us after CPL ed the
one round it myself on the left, CPL in the center, LCPL on the right and
CPL on the far left and in the of us. The distance from the OP to where CPL

d fired was about 400 meters. CPL (front) CPL left) LCPL
(right) moved closer to the suspect while Myself had watched the rear for any other
vity. There was no verbal warning given after CPL | s had fired the shot. When
CPL CPL , LCPL reached the road that is‘'when CPL gave
the v suspe'ct at that time there was no response from the suspect. CPL

ms CPL nd LCP
erbal w

Lnen proceeded toward the suspect and gave another
at that time CPL ad retrieved the weapon from the suspect and

handed it off to LCP

house. At the time CP

and then brought it to me which I was stationary in front of tHe
had fired a shot I did not have the suspect in my sights

because of the brush in front of me. The space between all of us were about 5 to 10 meters

apart. Rrw

This is a true statement to the best of my knowledge.
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arn giving this st atement to 41 1D v / . wha has identified
/2

wmself as 3 r/’//c ~ /-4/'/—"?"

nd he has duly warned me that | have the following nghls that 1 have the righy to remain silent and not make any statement at all;

nat any sialement | make may be used against me at my vnal rha( any slatement | make ‘'mav be used as evidence against me in court;

hat | have the nght to have a lawyer presernt to advise me prlor 10 arfd guring any guestioning: thatif | am unable to employ 3 law-

.er. | have ihe nght to have a lawyer appcinted (0 adwse me prior o and dunng any guesticning and that | have the right 1o tlermingate

he interview at anv ume.

srior to and during the making of the statement. | have and do herebx “nowingly, intelligently, and voluntarily ‘waive the above ex-

siained rights and | do make the foilowing voluntary sizlement 1o the "atorementioned person of my own free will and without any.

on or i ar r
mises or oHers af leniency or favors, and withdut compulsion or persuasion by any DErson or persons whonfsoeve}_; '
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voLy NTARY STATEMENT TR

o;';’E ff;’-fj .19 6‘7 TIMEg_GQ_-:/_[_’M PLACE o n/‘ ,gc{//,_
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. am g / vears oid and | live a1

3m gving this statement to , who has identifieg

mselt as 3. //f"’ FAL/’“/CCE.’/’
id he has duly wamed me that | have the following rights: that-l have the right 10 remain silent and not make any stsiemen: at all;
at anv statement | make may De used against me at my trial: (hat any siatement | make may be used as evidence against me in court;
at | have the right to have a lawyer present to advise me prior 1o and during any-questioning: that it | am unabie to amploy a ‘aw-
¢ | have trie right (0 have a lawyer appointed to advise me prior to and dunng any questioning and that | have the right 1o terminate

e interview at any time.

ior 10 and during the making of the statement. | nave and do hereby knowingtly, mtelligently, and voluntarily waive the above ex-
ained ngnts and | do make the following voluntary stalement 1o the alorementioned persen of my own free will and without any
omisas or offers of leniency or favors, and without compulsion or persuasion by any person or persons whomsoever:

HE TWO SworsS THEY SAD WENT DETOZN MydeLF AND LPL-,‘,IUD Less. ot o
IrT mf:. sROUND DO DID NOr R2TURN CIRE cr Y& NT THE SUsPr cr. %_;—L 0LDEXPD us 1o
PCK ANE LopD wHEN THE TRO SHOTS wERE CTEED AT US. AS THE GOART HERDER PEOLLE~GD
yeRTH 2E wAS polBING WP AND DEUN AS 5 yAS WALKDOMN G NOITH TY FWE ROUSE. We LeRe
At S ERG PaRgretl  LoPl - CORTHEST  NOATH THEN QIJL~‘;MP_95L£'A'\)D
_PL- TRE SPNCIAG pF us WAL 1o M APRRT €ROM ALK OTHER Lzavrm( cem
co TO L HETL e C_PL-HAD Cr2&d | Rouwdrd Twa2l wAS .2_]0 VEREAC whPNENG Town
e THE SWLPRLT. &v THE TENE T P22 k.ﬂ) 51“0'1')° T DID NoT HAVE EVLS 0N THE jasPecs

biCUSE pC GPUSH A5 BLOCUNG My VIYL URILE Qe WD (ARALLEL TO THE <uster 4o

INS 0w eu OEST o& AT SLoc . LEL

ave read Ihls Jaxemenrcons:sung oi 'L ) O . . S i sach whic! -‘P}vtﬁxgﬁéifi:;yzg"ar\d:Iadc;a‘ftgcm:mgg‘au: T

R 3 and _,talements (.omamed herein are true and COrre(;[

ignalure Of persor Making woluntary statement '

L~ . The, ADOVE wirirh 45w Givae byandg
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