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OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL
RESFONSIBILITY

PR-G1-00-07144

"~ Operation CALI-MAN
Mizmi Division Groupd?

= Approved June 12, 1957
- Sensitive Activily Review Commi Tle
(SARC) operation

= Approved August b, 1997
- Anomey General Exempted UndeT < over
Money Laundermg Operation (AGE=Q) y

Operation CALI-MAR

o Entitlements

- Authorization o leunder drug proceeds al
the direction of drug maffickers

- Utlize commitsion account 1o funher
investigative efforts

- Exempied from standard povernmen
CONITACIINE TEQUITETTIETS

!
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PR-GI-00-0144
Initiated March 22, 2000
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Origip of the “Carruption Scheme™
FEI Operation GAMBIT

In an effart 10 gather inielligence in 1987, 2
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FEI) Special
Agenl (SA) was introduced as 2 corrup FBI
Agent to Colombian Canel wrafTickers by FBI
Confidential Source (CS5) Baruch Vega.

The mient was o convinee Cartel leadership that
the "cormupt™ Apent could effect the zarlv release
of kev Carte] members who would be
incarceraled i the LS.

FBI1 Operation GAMBIT

Vega was allowed by FBl agenisto keeP

“corruption scheme™ fees that were collected from

the raffickers.

An impenant feature of this operalion WwWas tha
Vepa's expenses were funded by the tra fickers,
which defraved the FBI's investigative ©Xpenss,

According 1o Vepa, the element of substantial
brikes enhanced the creditability of the
“corruption scheme.”
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DEA Application of
the “Corruption Scheme”

December 2, [998: Vega establishedasa DEA
Miami Division Group 43 CS

December 1998: Vepa and C5 Raman Searez
employed the “cormuption scheme”

= Apmaached high level Colombian maiickers, e include
Opesasion Millenniom @rgews, purpamng they were connecied
e rarups DEA SAs, Assistant United Statss Anomeys
[AL'SAs) e,

= Claimed thev cpuld fzcilitate :::rl:\.I release af mcacied
felons ance they sumendered in the 1.5, fo
a subranual fee

Corruption Scheme

Creation of “Corruption Scheme™ Trust Account
by Farman:

- Deposit location fos momies collected from
“cerruption scheme”

= Uised lor pavment of DEA Agents and CS expenses
tn Panamea

- Used for pavment for purchase of provaie arcrafi fi
Vepa e

Commission Account Expenditure
Requirements

= Eapenditure must be “Reasoneble and
Mecessary™ in funtherance of the Operation

= Approvals:
- up 1o $1.000 - Group Supervisor {G5)

- 51,000 - 510,000 - Assistant Special Agent in
Charge (ASAC)

= 510.000 and above - Special Agent in Chaspe
(SAC)
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Corruption Scheme
= Vepa and Suarez were allowed wret2im rryiliions
of doliars in fees charged 1o raffickers

> Traffickers were “steered” 1o defmse anco ey
Daniel Foreman

= Vepa and Forman agreed to spli "coOfup = ion
scheme™ fees

= Yepa Ninanced use of private airerafl Tor =3 genw’
and Mr. Forman's mavel 1o Panams

Investigation of Corruption Sche xme

= Millennium delendani reponed Vega and Suare=z"s
activilies 1o FBI Miami

= Investigation initialed by local FE1 Public Comuapiion
Squad and U5, Anomey ‘s Office (USAD) Pub Tic
Inilegriry Section inte activinies of Vep and Suaares

= On March 22, 2000, Vega and Suarez wre amest e by
FBI on money laundering and obsrucion of juss tice &
their invalvernem in “corruption scheme™

o Vega and Svarez claimed “corruprion scheme™ wovas
suthonzed by G5 Tinsley and SA Casulle

* Charges against Vega and Suarez were dismissest ]

Examples of Questionable
Commission Account Expendit ures

= 214 expenditures over 51,000 tatzling
£449,378.92 had na documented ASAC
approval

o § cxpenditures over 510,000 1o:ling
S1E0,684.84 had no documented SAC
approval

= 153 expenditures totaling 5131 510.23 for j
CS pavments had no decumentation '







