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they're going to kill scmeone, they can do something

about it. They have to do something about it.
But what can they do when this situation
wag in another country, and the police -- the

government were the ones who were doing this? What --
what are you going to do, yeah?

Hot even the mobster. The police, the

agents. They are the ones who -- who physically killed
these people. What -- what can we do?

SMITH: Yeah. Yeah.

LOYA: What abouL Guzman? He died in the
us.

RAMIREZ: MWell -- but thét was the --
after that, yeah. That was -- and they were trying to
kill me, not him, yeah? They -- that's a situation
after the investigation, and that time -- that's a

consequence of the investigation. 1 agree with that.

LOYA: How did the killers get away? 1

thought they were close. Do you know?

RAMIREZ: How did they get away?
LOYA: Yeah.
RAMIREZ: X don't know. I -- as I -- as I

read, they just shot him and leave, leaving in a
vehicle. Yes.

The first thing I don't like why everybody
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RAMIREZ: ...like they usually do, keep me
to my country, yeah, put me in the bridge. No, no.

They want to kill me in the hands of the authorities of

the Mexican government.

SMITH: And that means to you?

RAMIREZ: I'm going to be killed. That's
not a -- that's not a big -- a big question. That's
what's going to happen.

SMITH: You look -- you lock awful calm

for a guy that's talking about this kind of stuff.
RAMIREZ: Well, I got two years thinking

on this. And I'm not coward. I'm -- I'm praying,

yeah. I believe in God.

And I'm praying that they --
they make the decision that -~ I'm -- I'm hoping the
Supreme Court say that you cannot -- like the judge
here told them, you cannct deport this guy. Yeah?
The judge here don't give me the chance to

explain the facts, the things what -- how that
happened. He just said, hey, no matter what it is,
yeah, you cannot deport him, because he's going to get
killed. &and that's it.

LOYA: Why this court here in Minnesota?

Why are you here?
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1 get so -- in the government get so disappointed it

H wasn't me that was dead.

k] SMITH: It wasn't -- it wasn't what? I'm
4 BOEIXy?

B RAMIREZ: It wasn‘t me that dead. And

€ what are they doing?

7 LOYA: Why does the government want to --
L] RAMIREZ: Giving me now officially to the
9 people who are going to kill me?

10 LOYA: Why?

31 RAMIREZ: That's what I don't know. Hhy?
12 Why? Why?

13 LOYA: Why dor't they just send you to a
14 farm in Idaho somewhere?

15 RAMIREZ: No, they don't want to do

16 nothing. Not even the -- T went once and talked with
17 the people at the Witness Protection Program. They --
18 they just said, it's very difficult, it's very hard,

19 and you cannot get what they promised you. You -- you
20 cannot improve your -- your status in the -- in the Ug
21 if you come with -- with a passport or a visa. You

22 have to be here all the time with a visa. A lot of

23 barriers, yeah, and I told him, hey, what if -- so

24 in --

25 [End of recording.)
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1 RAMIREZ: They move me here. Why? The

2 excuse or the thing they told me is, they are afraid of
3 my life. Yeah? So they don't want me near to Mexico

4 because they are afraid somebody kill me in jail.

5 That's why I've been in the hole, in

& segregation, &1l that -- all that thing. They are

7 afraid they kill me, but they want to put me in the

8 hands of the killers. Do you understand that? And

9 they fly me over here because of that.

10 SMITH: If you ever had it over again,

11 would you ever have been an informant? Would you ever
12 work -- I mean that's maybe too easy.

13 LOYA: Well, what would you have done

14 differently?

15 SMITH: What would you have done

16 differently.

17 RAMIREZ: 1In the beginning, I talk with
18 the agents plainly and I tell them, I'm putting my life
19 in your hands. If you think You camnot make your

20 promises, let's -- let's do this a iittle different,

21 yeah?
22 That little difference requires more
23 effort and more participation from the agents, yeah?

24 Like I was allowing, don't iet me go by me; send an

25

agent with me to Mexico, yeah?
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1 know they want to jump me. You
understand that term, “jump"? In the mob, it's very
usual, when you've got semething and you're the
middleman, they're trying to jump you. That way, they
don't have to give you nothing. You don't get your
share; you don't get nothing, yeah.

S50 I was pretty sure if the job that I
did, an agent could do it, they're going to move me
aside, yeah? BAnd I couldn't (inaudible}. And when the
problem come, wel), it comes against the agent, right?

But they said, no. Why they are afraid
of -- it is not easy. They can know an agent want to
go and infiltrate the cartel and keep the face and go
inside of the cartel and go.

Over all, after a bust, when you bust the
drugs, yeah, you have to go and You have to face, and
you don't know if you're going to get killed, because
sometimes they don't -- they don't -- they don't care
what happened, yeah? They just say, kill him, no
matter what, yeah?

S0 they said, no, we'd better give you
protection. We'd better pay you. He'd better bring
you here te the -- and they are trying not to do that.

I am not fighting for that. I'm not

fighting for my payments. I'm not fighting for what --
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went to -- to talk with me. B2And we -- we start -- I

asked for a job -- for a job. And he explain to me,
well, I cannot give you a job. We can start doing
this, and see what -- how that's going.

And that's the way that happened, yeah? I
don't start because I want to get rid of a sentence or
something like that, no.

SMITH: And, again, I want to ask you this
one more time so I'm clear, because I was somewhat
unclear on it. After --
RAMIREZ: Just a second.

And let me add, when I start, I don't have
problems, no -- no criminal charges, no -- no problems
with the law, not in Mexico, not in the USA, not -- not
in anyplace in the world, yeah, because that's another
thing they are doing. They are saying I -- I was in

legal problems. That's not true.

Now, I am, in consequence of the -- of
the -- of the job I did with Customs, yeah.
SMITH: Just sc I'm clear, because I --

because I -~ on -- after -- after the situation on
August 5th, the Reyes situation, Fernando Reyes, who
you didn't know the name of, you said, but after his
death, you have literally -- you had tapes -- or

digital tape -- I don't know -- cell phone -- I don't
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their -- all their promises. Right now, I'm just
fighting for my life, yeah.

I don't know if they're going to keep me
here for the rest of my life or they're going to -- I
don't know what's going to happen to me.

Right now, I'm just trying to -- to say.
hey, don't put me in the hands of the people that are
going to kill me. That's all I'm doing right now. I

ain't got no choice.

LOYA: Why did you start doing it in the
first place?

RAMIREZ: What?

LOYA: ({In Spanish).

RAMIREZ: Why?

LOYA: UOh-huh.

RAMIREZ: I told you, I got vecation, and
I believe in the -- in that time, I was believing in
the -- in the Mexican -- the American government .

I told you -- like here, the -- this
pissed me off. The prosecutor here tell to the
judge -- asked me, hey, you start working after they
arrest you, you start working like an informant? I
said, no. No, neo, no, 70, no, no. I come by myselif,
by my own tonviction, my vocation, yeah.

And 1 talk with Bencomo, was the agent who

Page 50
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know how you Qid it, but you had a -- a tape of that

situation.

They told you afterwards -- they praised
you when you got back for your work. But what did they
say? Did they tell you distinctly, no more -- what?
We don't want any sounds of death in tapes or what? I

mean, what did they tell you?

RAMIREZ: No, they told me, try to keep
out of that situations, like if I got a choice. And I
explained to them, hey, I -- I don't -- I don't have a

choice, yeah? I don't got an excuse. They called
me -- which was wvery strange, because they called me
hourly, and I went over there; and when I was over
there, there is the tape. They -- they explained to me
what they -- the plan they got already, yeah.

And I was like, ah, yeah. And why didn't
Yyou tell me before why -- why I am going. The usual

was, I was all the time with Santillan, with the boss,

yeah?

SMITH: Right.

RAMIREZ: Now, why -- another guy, who was
under -- under me, stays with the boss, and I am going
along with the -- with the -- the agents of the police

inside the house, that's what freaked me out

completely.

32
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SMITH: Yeah.

RAMIREZ: I was -- that was very strange.

Yeah? So I got no choice. I cannot &ay, no, no. Angd

if I say it, well, I get killed, just like that.

There's a lot of -- when I start working
with this guy, he writ me -- he writ me all the
handbock, yeah, and I -- I passed the writ to -- to

Customs; you've got te be like this. This, this, this,
this, this.

You do not get the -- you do not
infiltrate the cartel just -- just deals like that. I
have been very low-key, absclutely low-key, and I think
we did a very good job.

SMITH:

And they called you Lalo. What is

your ful) namez?

RAMIREZ: Lalo?

SMITH: The full name. What is your fuil
name?

LOYA: {In Spanish).

Okay. That's it.

SMITH: Well, I just -- I could go on and
on. I just -- I would like to talk to you again. I

don't know, you know, if it's possible, but I'd really
like to, so --

LOYA: Who is the prosecutor now who is --
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almost in single cells or solitaire --

LOYA: The hole.

SMITH: The hole?

RAMIREZ: Uh-huh.

SMITH: No charges against you?

RAMIREZ: No, no criminal charges, no.
SMITH: But you did it -- you decided --
RAMIREZ:

It was under -- under the excuse
of a protective custody.

SMITH: And under the fear that if you
didn't sign it, what, your family --

RAMIREZ: Yeah, they kick my family to
Mexico.

LOYA: Did you have a lawyer when they
were giving you this deal?

RAMIREZ: The lawyer they give me.

&nd he start fighting, because -- we went
tc courts different times. In the beginning, it was
the judge telling, hey, like I don't find nothing about
this guy. He just heiped you for four years and you
want to put him in jail?

He said, why don't we better -- they make
an agreement. Why don’'t we better put him -- that
thing they put you -- on your leg -- yeah.

(End of recording.)
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RAMIREZ: The same one.

LOYA: The same one?
SMITH: The same cne?

RAMIREZ: It's the same. Well, it's not a

prosecutor; it's just an immigration attorney.

LOYA: You signed a paper to agree to stay
in custody?

RAMIREZ: To agree what?

LOYA: To stay in protective custody or

agree nct to be deported or --

RAMIREZ: Yeah, they -- they -- they
blackmailed me. They said, You sign to stay here in
jail, or we're going to kick ocut your family.

LOYA: wWhat do you mean?
RAMIREZ: Yeah, if I don't -- if 1 don‘t
sign I accept to be in jail, in protective custody,
they're going to put my family in the hands of the
killers.

SMITH: Who said that -- who said that,

specifically? Who said chat?
RAMIREZ: Juanita Fielding, the -- my --
the attorney they put me. aAnd -- yeah, it was Juanita
Fielding, because the guys from Customs don't even give
the face anymore. I never seen them again.

SMITH: 8o you -- essentially, you stay
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