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“:. Ex-informant held
. by US. says drug. -
i~ - corruption is rampant

Mexico Bureau

*, - Aformer informant whose par-

Mcipation in drug-relatéd murders

in Mexico caused turmoil in the

. US. agency that paid him says that &
“there were more killings than re- ;

. ported and that drug corruption ex-

tends' into the. U'S. and Mexican

- Bovernments,

- Knwn as “Lalo,” provided new de- e
‘tails about his work as a.drug.cartel
--operative and as a U.8. government
‘informant, and he claimed to-have
“personal knowledge of extensive -
.government corruption, . -

.. Mr. Ramirez also Jashed out at

~his former U.S. employers, saying
they ate turfiing their backs oA him
aftér he helped ‘them apprehend
.doZens of drug traffickers, :
- “With the names I provided they
Wwere able to arrest more than 50
.people, and they took. millions of -
llars from drtig proceeds from .
U.S. streets,” he said. “In spite of
that, 'm jailed here without any
‘protection and without any guaran-

"Mr. Ramirez, 35,isbeingheldby - -
- ‘the U.S. government at ah undis- -

% "closed location in the’ Midwest,
-, | “fighting deportation to. Mexico,

- where he insists he faces “certain
death,” ’

See FORMER Page 94
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" Continued from Page 14

. US. authorities characterize

- himasarenegadeinformant whose
independent actions led, in part, to
the August 2004 killing -of an El.
Paso man, Abraham Guzman, out- -

. sideahamburger restaurant in that

‘border city. .

. Mr. Ramirez made his remarks
in 8 written response to questions
submitted throngh his attornéy, Jo-

di-Goodwin. He had - agreed to

. gpeakwith reporters from The Dal-

lap Morning News, which first re-
igsin Merch 2004; the Mexico

i weekly magazine Proceso; the
Jigndon  Observer; and Nareo

“Rews, an Internet blog, but prison
2" officials transferred him hours be-
- ferathe scheuledinterview, © -

- Heapparently was moved at the

‘request of . Immigration- and Cus-

.. ‘toms Enforcemerit, the agency he
- Served as an ‘informant for four
years, Ms. Goodwin said., - - ‘

Implicating officei's
Mr. Ramirez, i confidential

" “temos to ICE, had described how

. ‘he infiltrated "Mexico’s powerfyl
* Juhrez drisg cartel andon two occa-

sions witnessed cartel-ordered as-

- sassinationsgnd supervised dispos-

2l of the victims; including a U.8.

' titizen. The bodies were. found in

*- .- January 2004 buried in the yard of
. aJufirez home, T '

. “police officers working for the cartel

... aadusing the nickname “LaLinea,”

- o The Line, '

s " “Not all the victimswere assassi-

" pated at the same house,” Mr. Ra-
‘mirez said. “Some were'left onthe .

- strests. They would Kill pepplé all
- thetime, peaple who were not bur-

* iedin [the same house], butinoth- -

" ‘er homes too.” He said there were

“many more”

killings-but did not
elaborate. . . |

- Mr.RamirezinsistshepIayedho'

~.direct role in any killing, but critics

of his role with ICE have said he
was not just a spectator, as agency
officials have said. :

Reports in The News about his

" roleinthe cartel killings rocked the

- and two supervisors were trans- .

‘El Paso office of ICE, where four

special agents were investigated

ferred, ICE. is part of the Depart-

ited -about his role in the cartel

_ arez b : - " America’s most powerful druglord.
4.+ In hislatest comments, Mr. Ra- * ' '
-mirez said the killings usually were
" ‘cagried out by night-shift Mexican -

vestigating the allegations in my

~ Formér itiforiafit says”

ment of Homeland Security,

“The U.S. government is afraid
of Lalo’s mouth,” said Ms. Good-
win, “afraid that Lalo will tell the
whiole story, which will say that ev-

ery step he took; every move he :

made, was with the full knowledge
ofhisICEhandlers” -

- Mr. Ramfrez, says he would 1ike
to be placed in a witness protection
program orsentto Europe,

- On Aug. 6, 2005, 2 U.S, immi-
gration judge granted his petition
to stay, agreeing that he would face
danger in Mexico. The U.S. govern-
ment, which- initially concurred,

appealed that decision and now

‘want§ him deported. An appeals

eourt overturned the judge’s ruling, -

and Ms. Goodwin is now appealing

‘that decision. S
“Am T angry at the U.S. govern-

ment?” Mr. Ramirez wrote, “No.

" I'm sad, hurt that-after everything I

did for ICE they nowwant to deport
me back to Mexico to face a certain
death.” ’ -
ICE officials had no comment,
Spokeswoman Leticia Zamarripe
sald The News’ request for com-
ment “was going through the nor- ,
mal review process” and no imme-
diate response was available.
" The agency’s relationship with
Mr. Ramirez was part of an ambi-

-tious -undercover investigation. ..
‘aimed at snaring Vicente Cairillo

Fuentes, ‘then reputedly Latin

.. Critics of the -opération have .
asked ‘whether ICE agents could -
have prevented some of the ldllings
across the border, and exactly what

“and when the U.S. attorney’s office

knew about the killings,

Questions have been raised spe-
cifically-about the roles of Johnny
Sutton, the U.S. attorney in San An-:

tant U.S, attorney in El Paso,
- Sandalio Gonzélez, former Drug

Enforcement Administration agent

in charge in El Paso, says Mr. Sut:-.
ton ignored allegations of migcon-
duct by ICE and Ms. Fielden that .
Mr. Gonzélez outlined in 4 lengthy

--inemo to the U.S. attorney’s office
‘and the ICE chief in E] Paso, He

says Mi. Sutton instead used his of-
fice to retaliate against Mr. Gonzé- .
lez, who later retirad,

" “They were not interested in in-

* Fielden through the Merit System
News obtained the document con:-

- taining his ‘allegation, through a
.Freedom - of .Tnformation -Act. re. -

- Ms. Fielder's office referred gues- .
" tions toMr. Sutton. - S

- Misconduct allegations

Page 2 of 217 " i

- Thie formier' Ui} drug inff
-mmant who is the subjet of thig
- ‘report was moved to an undis-
- closedlocation hortly before he:
« was 'to’ be: intetviewed by a4
group of U.S, Mexican and 3
‘Britishréporters, ' i 5
1. Jodi:Googwin, the attorney. = ..
| for the form r:informant, Guilt ..«
| lérmb_'z'Eduardp_'_Ranﬁi(éZ'-ngto
" sald he was movedbecq,us ;
- migration and " Custoras
| forcenjent,” the "U.8.. govern-
‘ment’agency for which his had
“worked, didn't want him po-talk - son

*

letter; they \ifere more interested in
jamiming mie for writing the letter,”
Mr.‘anzé;lezsaid. S

- Mr. Gonzaléz made his allega-
tions against Mr. Sutton and Ms,

Protection - Board in 2004, The.

quest, T
Calls to Mr. Sutton’s .office in
San_Antonio were not returned,

Two years ago, ICE ordered an
internal  investigation - to restore
confidence in the El Paso office, Its
findings Temain confidential, but
top supervisors Patricia Kramer
and Giovanni Gaudioso were trans- -

ferred to Washington. Two other

agents were temporarily susperid-
ed, and Mr. Ramirez’s main han-
dler, Raul Bencomo, reinains. on

‘administrativeleave, © - -
tonio, and Juanita Fielden, -assis- --

‘According to gourt affidavits, -

" the agents said they were not toldof -

the killings beforehand, -
“What's clear is, Lalo will haunt .

-usforalong, longtire,” said an ICE

official, who spoke on condition of
anonymity. - ' o
“Right-handman
Guillérmo Eduardo Ramires
Peyro is a native of Mexico City and
a former highway police officer in
the southern state of Guerrero, In,
the late 1990s, he turted to the

. drug trade, developing schemes to
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on 1s rampant

. the killings, ' B
- Mr. Ramirez also alleged, in the _

responses throught his lawyer, that

. some-U.S, Customs inspectors and
- some members of the DEA had
 links to the drug cartel,

He said he turned over to his

- minders recordings of conversa-
. tions'in which Mr. Santillan talked
. about connections between the car-
 tel and the “three letter” agency —

which he took asa reference to the

- DEA — and the fact that “Vicente
. Carrillo Fuentes had absolutely no
. worriesaboutthe DEA,”

. -David Monnette, DEA spokes-
- man in El Paso, said: “We hold our

workforce to the highest ethical
-standard, and we regard the-ethical

- performance of duty as ourfirst pri-.

 ority. We take very seriously any al-

H

¢ kg US-paid drug informiant.

ez cartel.

ped -bust was Mr. Santillén,
eiitenced to 25 years in

irges against Mr. Santillin were

ez said he played-the

¢ falkdiigto them three or four timesa
{ day-Hesdid he occasionally briefed
1 Othiet U:8. ‘agencies, including the

¢ cohol, Tobacco, Firearms: and Fx-
! plosives, - '

¢ . 'Bl Paso FBI spokeé_woman An '
+ drea Simmons said, “We don't con- °

firth or deny whether we talk with
‘cettain people.or whether we had
* :any briefings with those people.”

| ATF di& not “return calls seekinig

+ cotnrient, -

| M Gonzélez said DEA agents
. i et with the informant for brief-
; ings but-were nattold of his role in

ol

" 'He says that he earned $224,650
¢ Oy foti-year period and that -
es him $200,000 for *

n-dfency eager to ‘bring -

Carrillo Fuentes, Lalb -
find. He was thie right- -
Heriberto ‘Santill4n -
sidered a‘top operative

Oﬁgﬂm scores of tra.ﬁickers :
telped: * mén case, Mr, Ramirez denied that

o1 & plea bargain vith U,
Tosequtors. In the deal, murder

ole of drug trafficker to help the .
U.5. government dismantle the car- °
-+ tel;Hésaid-he was in constant con-
with. his American OVerseers,

legation of misconduct, abuse of
Pposition, or criminal action, and we

e ) " continue to ensure the-fair and im-
¢ helpsmuggle cocaine into'the Unit- - '

£ edStates.Tni 2000, he started work- -
-tation of our outstanding work-

Partial administration of justice
and uphold the integrity and repu-

force” - -
- Mnr Sandalio, the former E] Paso

DEA chief, said: “That’s entirely. -
- possible that the cartel had a hook -

in DEA. Pm. not:going to sit here
‘and tell you there is no corruption

-in our government. Obviously there

15. [ . Tl . B
“‘They knew everything’
. -Regarding the Abraham Guz-

_he'engiged in any freelancing that

Wwould have resulted inthat slaying.
He said that while he was in protec-
tive custody in San Aritonio, his su-

" pervisor, 'Mr. Bencomo, implied
that he should return to the border

to help oni a ease involving acorrupt
cuistoms inspector. He said he was
told the agency needed him to col-

lect $25,000 owed to the inspector. ,

Mr. Ramirez said he instead sent
Mr. Guzmén, who was shot to

-4 : ) - death. .
- {-FBl;the DEAand the Burean of Al- -

 “Theyknew everything,"he said.
“For them to say I acted On Iy own
isfalse.” oo

Mr. Bencomo's. attorney, Mary
Stillinger, rejected that version of
events. “That is absolutely ot true,”
she said. “Agent Bencomo had no

idea he [Lalo] was coming to EI.
Paso. He was specifically told notto -

dothat” o
In his written responses, Mr;

‘Ramirez also rejected assertions
"“Ms. Fielden made in an affidavit

that it was only in late Jamyary
2004 that she knew the extent of
the informant's role in slayings in
Juérez, And he said that far from
telling him to stop participating in
such eriminal activity, his ICE han-
dlers had only one request: that he
Dot tape any future killings: He said -
he had used hidden microphonesto
record cartel activities, '

The former U.S, informgint also
pugned “authoritfes. in. -Mexico,
saying he worked withi gtz lo-
cal, staté and federal oMals, as
well as members of the military, -

e Mexican governmiéit, the
police, the military,” he'said, “They -
are the cartel.” Lo

* Inasworn statement ditted Aug,
11 and filed in federal court in Bloo-
mington, Minn,, Mr. Ramirez said
he was told that the office of the
Mexican president had an arrange-
ment with a cartel. He said that Mr.
Santillin “explained to me that
President [Vicente] Fox took the
position to arrange, consult with, -
the ¢artel from Jufrez. ... He was
going to attack the enetny ¢artels,
being from Tjjuana and from:the -
Gulf, and then the cartel fioim Jug-
rez would be operiting .., without -
the government being ... on Yopriof
them.” - R :
~-Mr Ramfrez said he persoriafly

" made arrangements with Oolo!ﬁbi-

an drug- traffickers to trangport
drugs with the help of them .
navyandfederalagents [+, ¢ -
The Mexican government flafly -
denied the aflegstions. T
“Obviously there is ng substarite
40 what this man is saying,” said Ri-
cardo Cabrera, assistant to the gov-
ernment’s top organized crime in-
vestigator, - José Luis- Saritiago

. Vasconcelos. “We have been laudad

bythe U.S. government for our'con-
tinuoits fight against all dru- ear-

tels. This person is saying these

things, making allegations of.cor-

‘ruption, to save his case and fight

depottation to Mexico.”

*E-mail acorchado @dallasnews.gom
DigitalEXTRA -~ |
@Archives: Log on 't'o

read previous stories
about Lalo. .

' Da'!lasNews;com/Extra

‘Page 3 of 21
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a project of the narco news bulletin

House of Death informant reveals his story to Narco News

By BIll Conroy,
Posted on Mon Oct Sth, 2006 at 11:55:54 PM EST

Over the past two years, Narco News has chronicled the story of a U.S.
government informant’s role in the House of Death mass murder in Ciudad
Juarez, -

But, to date, the informant’s version of what went down at the House of Death
has not seen the light of day, due in large part to his refusal to speak with the
media and the U.S. government’s efforts to assure his silence.

That silence, though, is about to ceme to an end.

First, however, for those new to this story, or for those who might need a
refresher course on the House of Death mass murder, some background is in
order,

The back drop

The informant, Guillermo Ramirez Peyro (also known as “Lalo,” and by the
codename Jesus Contreras), is a former Mexican cop who helped o run the
House of Death under the direction of a narco-trafficker named Heriberto
Santillan-Tabares — who was a top lieutenant in the Vicente Carrillo Fuentes
(VCF) Judrez drug organization.

Another key player in the House of Death murders was Miguel Loya-Gallegos, an
assoclate of Santillan, Loya was a night-shift commander for the Chihuahua State
Judicial Police in Judrez. He was charged with overseeing and directing
enforcement activities, such as murders, for Santillan and the VCF.

LO\)a and several of his associates disappeared without a trace in January 2004,

Santillan-Tabares is now sitting in a U.S. prison under a 25-year sentence as part
of a plea bargain reached with U.S. Attorney Johnny Sutton, a deal that took all
murder charges against the narco-trafficker off the table. :

A number of law enforcement sources contend that plea deal was sfruck as part
of a cover-up designed to conceal the U.S. government’s complicity in the mass
murder. '

Between August 2003 and mid-January of 2004, a dozen people were kidnapped,
tortured and butchered at the House of Death located at Calle Parsioneros 3633
in Judrez. o

httn//narcacnhera narcanatre nam lotean MINNEINIOINIEREE 149 1
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The dark murder machine was exposed to the sunlight on January 14, 2004, after
a DEA agent and his family in Judrez were nearly abducted by Santillan’s thugs,
In the wake of that incident, DEA was forced to evacuate its personnel from
Judrez,

Public records show that Ramirez Peyro assisted with at least one of the murders,
though law enforcement sources contend the number was likely far greater than
one. Those law enforcement sources also contend that Ramirez Peyro was

"involved In this murderous activity with the knowledge of an Assistant U.S.
Attorney In El Paso, Texas, and his handlers -- fedaral agents with U,S.
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE), which Is part of the Department of
Homeland Security (DHS).

Fielden and the informant’s ICE handlers, however, deny they were aware of the
informant’s role in the House of Death murders (after the first murder, at any
rate), according to court pleadings filed in a lawsuit brought by the families of the
House of Death victims.

According to records obtained by Narco News "chrough the Freedom of Information
Act (FOIA), Ramirez Peyro “supervised” and had “limited participation” in the first
murder at the House of Death in early August 2003. )

In February 2004, after becoming aware of the extent of the bloodshed in the
case, Sandalio Gonzalez, who was then head of DEA’s operations in £l Paso,
wrote a memo to Sutton and an ICE official in El Paso to express his outrage at
the ICE agents’ complicity in the murders — which ultimately led to the attempt
being made on the lives of the DEA agent and his family by narcos connected to
the House of Death.

Rather than investigate Gonzalez' allegations, Sutton used his leverage as a U.S,
Attorney to retaliated against him, Gonzalez claims. Gonzalez has since retired
from the DEA. :

The Assistant U.S. Attorney overseeing the House of Death case, Juanita Fielden,
in recently filed court pleadings confirms that high-level officials with the
Department of Justice and DHS were made aware of the Informant’s role in the

_first murder at the House of Death in August 2003. But instead of shutting down’
the operation at that polnt, those U.S. officials chose to allow Ramirez Peyro to
continue his work at the House of Death — which was the site of at least 11 more
homicides over the ensuing four months.

The U.S. government is now seeking to deport the informant back to Mexico. In
legal pleadings pending before the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eight Circuit,
U.S. government attorneys argue that the informant, who was paid some
$200,000 for his work, faces no danger in Mexico despite the fact that he
betrayed powerful members of the VCF drug organization.

The informant, for his part, contends that he will certainly be tortured and killed
at the hands of the narco-traffickers he double-crossed if he Is forced to return to
Mexico.

In prison
Ramirez Peyro is now sitting in a prison in the upper Midwest awaiting his fate at

the hands of the U.S. Justice System. Up unti! now, Ramirez Peyro has been

httn://narcosnhere nareanews cnm/ctam/I NG/ N0 1E LR IA2 1
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_sllent about his version of the events surrounding the House of Death mass
murder,

Recently, though, he agreed to provide interviews to the media from jail. Those
interviews were scheduled to take place over the weekend of Oct. 7 and 8, 2006.

However, on Oct. 6 — the Friday before the media was slated to arrive — ICE
officials suddenly moved Ramirez Peyro to a different prison. As part of that

move, the informant’s access to the media was cut off, according to his attorney,

Jodi Goodwin.

Though Narco News did not send 3 reporter to the jall, we did submit a list of

written questions to Ramirez Peyro prior to his abrupt relocation. The informant
answered those questions and provided the responses to Goodwin, who recently
passed them along to Narco News. Other media folks did make the jailhouse trip

over this’past weekend, but were unable to interview the Informant in person.
However, with Goodwin’s help, they did manage to get some of their questions

answered in writing as well — so expect to see more coverage on this matter in

the mainstream press in the coming days.

The interview

(Readers, please keep in mind that the informant’s responses have to be viewed

in the context of his current situation. For example, Ramirez Peyro is likely to

answer questions In a way that puts himiand his activities in the best light and to

assure that he does not jeopardize his ongoing immigration case. In addition,

Ramirez Peyro’s attorney did translate his responses from Spanish to English and
did have the opportunity to review those responses before passing them along to

Narco News.

Where appropriate, Narco News has provided additional context [denoted in
Italics and brackets] that seems to contradict some of the informant’s answers.
That additional context is drawn from law enforcement sources and public
documents as noted. For a complete run-down of Narco News’ coverage of this
case to date, including links to hundreds of pages of public records, visit the
House of Death link on the Narco News site.)

RAMIREZ PEYRO: Mr. Conroy:

Thank you for your interest in my version of the facts which, believe
me, is the only correct version given that I was the only person that
saw the facts and recorded the majority and authorized that my
different methods of communication be intercepted so as not to give
any footing to doubts with my superiors in ICE or any other
government agency.

I am sorry that you were unable to come to see me as I would have
liked to speak with you face to face to explain a bit more detail my
work with ICE and so that you could discover the grave error that
you have made in speaking of me in the manner which I have been
told you have based on the opinions of people whose sole purpose is
to discredit me, :

I have not had the opportunity to read all of your articles due to my'
precarious situation, but I have read the headlines that you attached

httn://narcosbhere.narconews.comfstnrvfznﬂﬁl 10/9/735585/431
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with your story pitch and I am very much interested in the reaction
the government has had to your coverage.

Following are my answers to your questions. Truthfully, I do not
know what are you intentions with this interview but I would like to
read whatever you publish from the interview and if you would like,
we could get into further detall.

Thank You and God Bless,

NARCO NEWS: What led you to get into the narco-trafficking
business? When and how did you flrst get involved?

RAMIREZ PEYRO: So as not to risk further lives and to not give a
course on how to infiltrate a drug trafficking organization, I am not
going to answer this question.

NARCO NEWS: Prior to being exposed as a cooperating witness [an
Informant] for the U.S. government, how would you describe your
‘position within the Vicente Carrillo Fuentes organization and your
relationship to Heriberto Santillan-Tabares? Did you have any direct
dealings with Vicente Carrillo Fuentes?

- RAMIREZ PEYRO: My position was very clear. I was there to obtain
information and evidence of the crimes that occurred in Mexico as
well as the United States. I worked for the Office of Investigations of
the U.S. Customs Service that [ater changed to BICE [U.S.
Immigration and Customs Enforcement]. My relationship with
Santillan from 2001 was very diverse. No, I never had contact with
Mr. Vicente. i

NARCO NEWS: Why did you decide to become a cooperating
witness for the U.S. government? When and how did you make that
move?

RAMIREZ PEYRO: Based on an article that I read in a newspaper
dealing with the fact that the CIA was.contracting foreigners, T went
to the International Bridge and asked for information about that
program. There, 1 met Special Agent Raul Bencome of the 0iuscs
[Office of Investigations of the U.S. Customs Service]. He told me
that he did not know anything about the CIA program but that he
could use me as an Informant. Then after a long process of about
two months over which we had various meetings principally to clarify
that I did not have a criminal record, any arrest warrants or other
problems with the law in Mexico or in the U.S.

What were my motives to work with USCS: Basically it was my
vocation, police work, and I wanted to be better at it, They went
through the process to get me a permit to enter the U.S. given that
I did not have anything to use to cross into the U.S. And then about
6 months later, after seeing the quality of my cases, they had to ask
for permission from Washington to authorize me as an operative
informant. Also, I was ordered to go to the U.S. Consulate to request
to see the Consul so that I could tell him that I was sent by someone
from the Department of State so that I could be given a visa as It
was no fonger convenient for me to be using the permit to cross the
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border.

{According to a fegal affidavit filed by Assistant U.S. Attorney Juanita
Fielden, Ramirez Peyro was caught smuggling drugs across the U.S.
border about a month prior to the first murder at the House of Death
on Aug. 5, 2003.

At this time (in June 2003), DEA also was using Ramirez Peyro as an
informant. In the wake of the drug bust, though, DEA decided to end
its refationship with Ramirez Peyro. ICE officials, in coordination with
the U.S. Attorney’s Office, decided to continue using the informant,
however, in order to make a drug case against the VCF organization,
The drug charges against Ramirez Peyro were later dropped at the
request of Fielden.]

NARCO NEWS: What was your role in the operations of the house at
Calle Parsioneros 3633, [the House of Death] where at least 12
bodies were dug up out of the backyard? For how many of the
murders at the house were you actually present? Please provide
some detail,

RAMIREZ PEYRO: My role in the house on Parsioneros was the
same that I had been doing since 2000: make myself pass off as a
criminal and infiltrate different criminal organizations to obtain
information and evidence of their activities. T was witness on two
occasions that agents of the Judiciaf Police kilied peopie at that place.

fA gravedigger who assisted Ramirez Peyro at the House of Death
confirmed that the informant was physically present for at least five
of the murders, according to timeline of events developed by the
DEA in the days immediately following the evacuation of its
personnef from Judrez.

In addition, Ramirez Peyro provided a statement to the Mexican
government in February 2004 that detalls far more murders in
Judrez that he either was aware of or helped to set up or clean up —
Including murders at the House of Death.]

NARCO NEWS: How many of the murders at Parsioneros 3633 were
recorded through a wire or on tape at the direction of or with the
knowledge of ICE officials? Were You ever asked to record anyone in
the U.S. or other agents? Were you ever asked by ICE agents to
leave your cell phone on so that they could monitor the activities at
Parsioneros 36337 Please provide details,

RAMIREZ PEYRO: No murder was recorded at the instruction of the
ICE officials because we did not know in advance that a murder
would be committed. I made it a habit to recerd my Interviews with
the criminals to obtain evidence and to show that my actions were as
transparent as possible. And yes, In the U.S, they recorded my
interviews and telephone conversations in whatever way they couid.
No, they never asked me to do such thing, )

[It is worth pointing out here some information supplied to Narco
News by DHS sources concerning the informant’s communication
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activities at the time of the first murder at the House of Death, The
DHS sources claim that the murder was not only “recorded,” as
Ramirez Peyro points out, but also monitored in real time as It was
happening.

The informant was carrying a transmitting device, imbedded in his
cell phone, that allowed audio to be beamed back to ICE's wire unit
in El Paso, the sources contend. So, the first murder at the House of
Death was not only recorded by that wire unit, but aiso monitored as
it was happening.

One DHS source also claims that the wire unit in ICE's Ef Paso office, -
at the time of the first murder, was staffed by contract employees —

at least one of whom might have been deep-sixed in the wake of the

first House of Death murder. '

‘It is my belief that one of those contract monitors listened to the
whole thing (the murder), and a couple of those contractors (in the
wire unit}) were, in fact, gone within in a couple of weeks (of the
murder),” the DHS source claims.

ICE officials have denied that the murder was monitored in real time
by anyone at ICE and claim the informant simply tape-recorded the
murder without their knowledge.]

NARCO NEWS: Were there other similar operations in that
neighborhood, or in the Juérez area in general, that you were

" invoived with or had knowledge of? If so, could you provide some
details on those operations? .

RAMIREZ PEYRO: From 2001 which was when they gave me the
authorization to infiltrate the VCFO [Vicente Carrillo Fuentes
Organization], I reported various incidents similar to this, dnd I
stated unconditionally the highest of risk that I was running given

~ that this organization and its members do not hesitate to kill and
they laugh at their murders.

NARCO NEWS: Were ICE agents aware of the fact that people were
being tortured and murdered at Parsioneros 36337 If so, did they
encourage you to continue your undercover involvement in those
activities? If they were aware, how many murders did they allow to
occur after they had that knowledge?

RAMIREZ PEYRO: As soon as I had the opportunity, which was
about two hours after the death of [the first House of Death murder
victim, Mexican lawyer Fernando] Reyes, I met in the regional offices
of BICE (which was where we normally met) with my control agent -
and other special agents, supervisors of the group, the head of the
supervisors and agents of the Sheriff and I told them all about the
situation and got them up to speed and I turned over to them the
recording of the events.

After several hours of work and making the RAC [Resident Agent in
Charge] aware and he communicating with Washington and Mexico, I
was ordered to continue my work on the case and to comply with the

_ -131-
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Instructions that Santillan gave me for that night and then to return
to the BICE office when I finished, which was In the early hours of
the morning. .

[After Ramirez Peyro’s U.S, government handlers debriefed him
about the first murder, they alfowed him to return to the House of
Death to pay a gravedigger $2,000 for burying the body, according
to the DEA's timeline of events, ]

NARCO NEWS: Which U.S. officials from ICE, DEA or the U.S.

Attorney’s Office did you report your activities to during the time

period that the murders at 3633 Parsioneros took place {early -
August 2003 to mid-January 2004)? Specifically, whom did you

report to when you returned to Ei Paso from your many trips to

Juarez during that time period? Which of those people had

knowledge of the murders, yet allowed them to continue? (Please

provide names,)

RAMIREZ PEYRO: I don't want to name the agents and put them in
danger. I will tell you that I was in contact with two anti-narcotic
groups and one anti-fraud group as well as ICE Intelligence, DEA
Juarez agents, the ones that were involved in the incident on
January 14, 2004, and people from the Sheriff's office.

NARCO NEWS: Are you aware of any officials with ICE or thé_U.S.
Attorney's office destroying or altering reports or evidence? Did any
U.S. government officials ever instruct you to lie or pay you money
to encourage your silence with respect to their actions related to the
3633 Parsioneros murders? (Please provide details and names.}

RAMIREZ PEYRO: I never knew of anyone destroying evidence and
no one ever offered me money for my silence with respect to the
house on Parsioneros. '

NARCO NEWS: Are you aware of an ICE official ever making a
payment to you by using & dead cooperating witnesses’ source
number? (This would have been evident in that the source payment
receipt, SF 293, for such a payment would have utilized a CI number
other than the one assigned to you.) If you can confirm this, please
.You provide detalls on why it was done, who did it and what
explanation, if any, was provided to you?

RAMIREZ PEYRO: I never received a payment that was not in the
name that I used for this purposes, on the other hand, there are
many cases that I have never been paid for my work.

[Law enforcement sources told Narco News that allegedly one high-
level ICE supervisor in El Paso, sometime between March and June
of 2004, did put a payment through to Ramirez Peyro using a dead
informant’s “source number,” which is a numbper assigned to all
confidential sources in order to keep their identity secret, The
sources claim the payment was made that way in an effort to
conceal that the money was being paid to Ramirez Peyro.]

NARCO NEWS: Did any U.S. law enforcement officials ever visit the ‘ ,
=132~
http://narcosﬁhere.narconews.com/storv/2006/ 10/9/235555/431 10/1617006A



e S e SR e el b pity tocespodbins Page 11 of age 8 of 16

house at Parsioneros 3633 prior to the time the DEA agent and his
family were stopped by the police on Jan. 14, 20047 If so, who and
when and under what circumstances?

RAMIREZ PEYRO: No.

NARCO NEWS: When the Mexican police stopped the DEA agent

and his family on Jan, 14, 2004, were they aware ahead of time that

he might, in fact, be a DEA agent? How would you describe the

relationship between Santillan, Mexican State Police Commander

Miguel Loya and the Mexican police who catried out that traffic stop?

Did anyone at ICE or the U.S. Attorney's office have prior knowledge .
that the DEA agent and his family were going to be targeted?

.RAMIREZ PEYRO: No, the police didn't know who was involved. In
fact, this was the reason for his detention so that he could be
identifled and I understand that he said he was a member of the
Diplomatic Corp of the U.S. The relation of Miguel Loya, Santillan
and the police that detained the DEA is simple and stated to be as
accomplices. No, no one knew about the situations with the DEA. In
fact ICE and the U.S. Attorneys Office came to be aware of it
through me as I was asked to investigate the names of the agents to
find out really and truly who they were. :

NARCO NEWS: After the incident on January 14, 2004, when the
police stopped the DEA agent and his family, were you willing to
meet with DEA agents and Mexican authorities to help with their
investigation? If so, why didn‘t you meet with them?

RAMIREZ PEYRO: Of course I was willing to help with the
investigation. I even met with the DEA agents, pri)ncipally the two
implicated in this matter.

[One of the individuals allegedly behind the traffic stop of the DEA
agent and his family, Mexican police commander Miguel Loya,
disappeared in January 2004 after DEA officials were unsuccessfuf in
trying to arrange a meeting between him and Ramirez Peyro. The
purpose of arranging that meeting was to create an opportunity for
Mexican federal agents to swoop in and arrest Loya. ICF officials in
£l Paso jammed up the effort and would not let the Ramirez Peyro
arrange the meeting out of fear it would compromise the informant,
according to the DEA's timeline of events prepared in the wake of
the House of Death murders. ] )

NARCO NEWS: U.S. officials frequently imply that all the drug war
corruption along the border is among Mexican law enforcement
agents. Have you seen or heard evidence of compilicity by U.S. -
officials, particularly higher-level officials, in allowing drugs or other
contraband to cross the border?

RAMIREZ PEYRO: Yes, regrettably, corruption exists in the U.S.
also. I heard of several cases and was able to close one of them out.

NARCO NEWS: How does a shipment of cocaine or other
contraband enter the U.S.? Couid you elaborate on that?

, -133-
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RAMIREZ PEYRO: There are many ways to bring drugs and other
things in the U.S. but I am not going to mention those here as that
is not the purposes of this interview.

NARCO NEWS: In your mind, will the 700-mile wall approved
recently by the U.S. House, if actually bullt, stop or slow the flow of
ilegal drugs?

RAMIREZ PEYRO: Slow up a bit maybe, but not stop.

NARCO NEWS: What can you tell us about how illicit proceeds are

"laundered" to make the money appear "clean"? And which sectors -
make the profits off of that? Are they the "cartels" (as U.S. law

enforcement agencies call them)? Or are “respected" bankers and

businessmen also involved?

RAMIREZ PEYRO: I am not going to talk about this.

NARCO NEWS: In your mind, why do you think no one at ICE or
the U.S. Attorney's office has been held accountable for their
actions, or lack of actions, in the Parsioneros 3633 murders? Do you
believe there is an ongoing cover-up of the U.S. government's
complicity in these murders? Do you have any first-hand knowledge
of the details of that cover-up (please elaborate)?

RAMIREZ PEYRO: I am not familiar with the basis or foundation of
the law, but I did trust and confide that the agents and members of
the other federal agencias that were directing the operations did so
in the manner that they should and that to me was cbviously the
right thing to do, but now I know that it was not like that at all. I do
not believe that the government of the U.S. is an accomplice to the
events at Parsioneros {the House of Death]. ’

NARCO NEWS: Why do you think the U.S. gdvernment is now
trying to send you back to Mexico, where you almost certainly will
face retribution from the VCF organization?

RAMIREZ PEYRO: I believe that the cowardice attitude of the U.S.
government is the work of corrupt elements that are not in
agreement with the disruptive effect that we had on the VCFO and
they want to turn me over to them so that I will be executed and
then they can wipe their hands clean.

NARCO NEWS: Are you aware of any involvement on the part of
“legitimate” businessmen, politicians, narco-traffickers or Mexican
law enforcement (particularly Mexican State Police Commander
Miguel Loya and his men) in the continuing murders of women (the
fernicides) in Juarez? '

RAMIREZ PEYRO: No.

NARCO NEWS: What was Migue! Loya's role in the Parsioneros
3633 operation? Do you believe ICE and the U.S, Attorney's Office
purposely allowed Miguel Loya to escape? If so, why? If not, why do
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you think they undermined DEA's and the Mexican government's
efforts to enlist your help in pursuing Loya after the DEA agent and
his family were targeted by Santillan's men?

RAMIREZ PEYRO: The role of Miguel Loya was that of murderer. |
don't believe that ICE or the U.S. Attorneys office permitted this.
However, honestly, since the 15 of January of 2004, I do not have
idea how things were handled. And It is my opinion that the sad part
of the whole thing Is that instead of standing together, the various
agencies of the U.S. government worry themselves with criticizing
each other and fighting amongst themselves like a bunch of old
women from the neighborhood.

And by this Infighting they caused the loss of 'many years of work,
human resources. And Instead of using the Information to benefit the
public, it all ends up benefiting the criminal organizations.

NARCO NEWS: Do you know what happened to Commander Loya
and others involved in the Parsioneros 3633 operation who got
away?

RAMIREZ PEYRO: No, I don't know:

NARCO NEWS: What is it that You regret most about your \
involvement in the narco-trafficking world and as a cooperating
witness for the U.S. government? Is there anything that you are
proud of in terms of that work?

RAMIREZ PEYRO: What I most regret is that lives were lost and
probably more lives will be lost. After the closure of the investigation
because of the fighting between the different federal agencies, the
information leaks, and the bad faith with which they distorted the
facts, .

Despite ali of the lies that have published about me, I am the only
one that ever saw all of the processing of the different cases I
worked on. Given that the agents only listened, they would never go
with me, I am relieved by the satisfaction that God helped me
through each difficuit moment, which were many, and He permitted
that tons and tons of drugs not make It into the hands of the
addicts, and that many criminals had their operations truncated. -

NARCO -NEWS: Did officials with ICE or the U.S. Attorney's Office
_ever promise you that your immigration status would be upgraded
so that you could stay in the U.S. in exchange for your assistance as
a cooperating witness? Did officials with ICE or the U.S. Attorney’s
office ever coerce you in any way — such as threatening to send you
or your family back to Mexico to assure your continued cooperation?
Please elaborate. '

RAMIREZ PEYRO: Yes, the ICE officials and the U.S. Attorneys
promised me permanent residence in the U.S. and the same for the
ones I needed. The cases would close in a manner most convenient
to ICE, and more dangerous for me. ' '
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The only time that the government threatened me with deporting
my family wasn't in order to assure my cooperation as a witness,
because I had always done whatever they asked me to with respect
to the investigations.

No, they threatened my family with deportation unless I agreed to
be put In jail and also because according to them they feared for my
life. Curiously, 8 months later they are saying the want to deport me
to a sure death, that situation up to now, I am still fighting.

NARCO NEWS: What is it that you want out of this whole mess at
this time? In other words, what would you conslder a just resolution
of your fate?

RAMIREZ PEYRO: That ICE follow-through with each promise made
to me just as I complied with them.

NARCO NEWS: What else would you like to convey to the readers
about your situation that has not been addressed to date?

RAMIREZ PEYRO: Principally that I am not a murderer, that the
FBI and the police of El Paso have questioned me with respect to this
and even gave me a polygraph test to prove that I did not murder
anyone nor did I-order the murder of anyone. That unfortunately in

© order to infiltrate a criminal organization that is one of the mdst
powerful and dangerous, I had to witness the death of three people.
Without being able to do anything other than what I did given that it
was the Mexican authorities that did the killing. I was absolutely
alone and the only thing I could do was to get evidence to stop the
sltuation through the U.S. authorities. And that I also was able to
uncover evidence for other murders as well even though I was not
present and not only at Parsioneros. :

In the four years that I worked for ICE making myself off to be a
mafioso I was able to infiltrate various criminal organizations and
obtained evidence needed so that those involved could be arrested.
But all I could do was obtain evidence, I was not able to arrest,
prosecute, or judge anyone. That was the job of the agencies that 1
worked for.

Thanks to God, we never caused the death of anyone during the four
years that I worked as an informant. On multiple occasions agents
almost blew my cover placing the lives of everyone involved in
danger.

- That the people who were buried at Parsioneros and others died
because of different reasons, but all had to do with the criminal
activity they were involved with, very apart from me and ICE, with
or against the cartel.

[Although many of the individuals killed at the House of Death were
likely connected to narco-trafficking, at least one person, a 29-year-
old U.S. legal resident and father of three, appears to have been
picked up by the House of Death hit squad by mistake, according to
a civil lawsuit filed by victim’s family]. _
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That it has been said that there are investigations into the house at
Parsioneros street but curiously, no one, not one of these
investigators has ever talked to me, to the contrary ICE is trying to
deport me to a sure death not necessarily to cover up the fact that
they don’t care about the Tives lost byt rather to confirm that theory:
they DON't care about the lives lost and that is something even
darker than we know within the US government.

Lastly, I want to add that the people who have commented with the
reporters, the reporters and the lawsuit that was filed by the
Attorney Loya [the lawyer for the families of the House of Death
victims] have all been based on lies by people that were NOT present
and do not know what and how things happened and these same
people have misinformed the public totally and I am ready and
willing to clear the air with respect to this situation. Thanks.

House of Death ihformant reveals his story to Narco News | 1 comment (1
topical, 0 hidden)

Display: | nested [Oldest First |

Witness to murder in the House of Death? (4.00 / 1) (#1)
by Bill Conroy on Wed Oct 11th, 2006 at 11:46:44 PM EST
(User Info)

It seems wise at this point, after having allowed the House of Death
Informant Guitllermo Ramirez Peyro his say in the story above, to provide
some additional information concerning his known role in the House of Death
murders so that you, the readers, can better discern for yourselves where
the line falls between witnessing and participating in a homicide.

The informant Guillermo Ramirez Peyro, in his interview with Narco News,
contends he is not a murderer and that he only was a “witness” to murder.,

However, Narco News'’ coverage has indicated from the start that the
informant Ramirez Peyro was, in fact, a participant in some, if not most, of
the murders at the House of Death.

So there is clearly a contradiction here.

‘Following are some facts that need to be welghed against the informant'’s
claims for you to decide on where the line of truth falls in this matter. These
facts have not been provided by unnamed sources, but rather come from
public records dug up by Narco News during its more than two-year odyssey
Into the House of Death. :

In the story above, the following is pointed out as background:

A gravedigger who assisted Ramirez Peyro at the House of Death
confirmed that the informant was physically present for at least -
five of the murders, according to timeline of events devefoped by
the DEA in the days immediately following the evacuation of its
personnef from Juérez.

In addition, Ramirez Peyro provided a statement to the Mexican
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government in February 2004 that details far more murders in
Judrez that he either was aware of or helped to set up or clean
up — Including murders at the House of Death.

The "statement" referred to in this case is a debriefing of the informant
Ramlrez Peyro carried out on Feb. 12, 2004, by an assistant legal attaché for
the Attorney General’s Office of Mexico.

If you go-to that statement on the Narco News Web site, you will find the
following on page 7:

On this occasion I went and bought a tarp to cover the floor. I
bought eight bags of lime and went to pick up Alejandro jr.,
leaving him in charge of digging the hole and burying the
bodies. The last execution I know of was on January 13 of this
year (2004). The engineer Santillan [the narco-trafficker at the
center of the House of Death investigation] asked me to have
the house ready because he was going to have some "grilled
meat."” Later, at 10:00 in the evening, he told me to hold off but
to start early in the morning. So then at around 8:00 in the
morning he spoke with me and told me to send someone to the
house to be waiting, so I sent my buddy Jose Jafme Marquez,
who went to open the door of the Parsioneros 3633 house [the
House of Death].

That little tidbit is taken from a statement provided by RamlrezIPeyro
himself, And if you read the entire document, you'll find far more details that
seem to go far beyond the simple act of being a witness to murder.

A U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) memo obtained by
Narco News through a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request also
points out that Ramirez Peyro purchased duct tape and lime for the first
House of Death murder on Aug. 5, 2003, involving the Mexican lawyer
Fernando Reyes. In fact, the memo states that Ramirez Peyro actually
helped to restrain Reyes during the act of the murder itself,

(A redacted FOIA version of that ICE memo is on the Narco News slte here,
but you can find an unredacted version of the memo on the Web site of
WFAA-TV, the ABC affiliate in Dallas.)

From that Aug. 25, 2003, ICE memo, detailing the first House of Death
murder on Aug. 5, 2003: '

The participants In the murder were Alex Garcia and two Juarez
Judicial Police Officers. SA-913-EP [Ramirez Peyro's informant
source number] supervised the murder and had minimal
participation in the act.

... Santillan told SA-913-EP that they were planning to kill
"Fernando" [Reyes, the lawyer kilfed in the first House of Death
murder on Aug. 5, 2003] and he needed SA-913-EP to go with
two Judicial Police Officers to the house where the murder was
to take place. [The narco-trafficker] Santilfan told SA-913-EP
that he and Garcia would arrive with Fernando, at which time,
the murder would take place.
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Later in the memo:

SA-913-EP told Santillan that he/she would take his/her own
-vehicle, because he/she [meaning Ramirez Peyro] was going to
buy some lime and duct tape, and that he/she would meet the
two Police officers at the residence [the House of Death.]

... Fernando continued to fight, at which time, the two Pofice
officers and Garcia push Fernando to the ground and began to
tape his hands.

Fernando begins to kick his legs, at which time Garcia looked at
5A-913-EP. The look made SA-913-EP feel uncomfortable. Based
on the look, SA-913-EP felt forced to assist in the restraining of
Fernando by the legs.

~. One of the police officers then grabbed an extension cord and
wrapped it around Fernando’s neck. '

The police officer then began to violently pull on the cord in an
attempt to choke out Fernando. : '

... One of-the police officers grabbed the plastic bag and placed it
over Fernando’s head.

Garcia then began to wrap duct tape around the bag; therefore
suffocating Fernando. ‘

... One of the police officers then went and grabbed a shovel and
began to strike Fernando in the back of the neck area.

SA-913-EP stated that he/she believed the violent striking of the
neck caused it to break.

And note, kind readers, this memo recounts Ramriez Peyro’s version of the
murder as he relayed it to his ICE handlers. It is not beyond reason to
Suspect it might be a very sanitized version of his actual role in the murder,
So at a minimum he admits to knowing a murder was golng to be committed
In advance, helping to stage that murder, and then helping to carry out that
murder — all while working for the U.S. government as an informant for ICE.

Former DEA Special Agent in Charge Sandy Gonzalez' now famous Feb. 24,
2004, memo to U.S. Attorney Johnny Sutton in San Antonio references that
first murder as weil. The letter and a host of other documents can be found
at the bottom of this link on the Narco News Web site.

From Gonzalez’ letter:

During his debriefing by ICE agents, the CS {Ramirez Peyro)
admitted to killing Fernando as welf as to knowing the exact
location of the burial site because following the debriefing, he
went back to the house in Judrez to give money to Alex Garcia
(one of Santillan’s henchmen). This Information is in the ICE
debriefing report dated August 25, 2003.
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Gonazalez also detalls Ramirez Peyro's foreknowledge of yet three more
House of Death murders in that memo:

Your [ICE's} CS [Ramirez Peyro] knew on January 13, 2004, that
Santillan was planning a “carne asada" for the Parsioneros house
{the House of Death] the following day, and nothing was done
about it until Santiflan called your CS on the night of the 14th to
check the names of our agents [who had been stopped in Judrez
by Santilfan's men]. By that time, three more human beings had
been tortured and killed.

And the passage below is from a Narco News story based on the DEA

timeline of events — a DEA document that Narco news obtained which detalls )
day-by-day, sometimes down to the hour, the DEA's investigation Into the

clrcumstances that led to one of its agents (and his family) being stopped in

Judrez by Santillan's men

Aug. 5, 2003: The informant participates in the torture and
murder of the first homicide victim in the House of Death. The
murder involves a conspiracy between Ramirez Peyro and
Santillan, and others, to steal about a 1,000 pounds of
marijuana from the individual (Fernando). Ramirez Peyro poses
as a drug mufe who is offering to move the dope across the
border and deliver it to Fernando's contacts.

Santillan drives Fernando to the House of Death, located at Calle
Parsioneros 3633 in Judrez. Fernando, at the time, had no idea
of the fate that awaited him. After Fernando enters the house,

© Santillan left the focation. Ramirez Peyro was waiting for
Fernando inside the House of Death, along with the caretaker for
the house and two Chihuahua State Police officers. Together,
they tortured and murdered Fernando.

In the wake of the murder, the informant Ramirez Peyro left the
House of Death and hooked up with Santillan, indicating to him
that he had left another individual with the responsibility of
disposing of Fernando's body. Then Ramirez Peyro returned to Ef
Paso and met with his ICE handlers. Later in the evening,
Ramirez Peyro again returned to the House of Death in Judrez.
The caretaker of the residence showed Ramirez Peyro where the
body was buried (in the backyard of the house). Contreras then
paid the caretaker $2,000. -

With all those facts (and there are more), there appears to be a strong case
for claiming the informant Ramirez Peryo did know In advance about some, If
~ not most, of the murders and actually did far more than “witness” them. It
stretches credibility to believe his U.S. government handlers were unaware of
his Involvement in these acts, given that they were supposed to be “closely"
monitoring him after the first murder. And Assistant U.S. Attorney Juanita
Fielden Is already on the record In a sworn affidavit Indicating that the
government did know about the first House of Death murder, yet still
authorized Ramirez Peyro to continue his work at the House of Death.

So, you decide, kind reader, was the Informant a “witness” or a participant in
these crimes? And beyond that, what level of complicity in these acts would

" You assign to the U.S. government agents and prosecutors charged with
overseeing the informant and the House of Death case? :
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Is this a case where Pontius Pliate should be allowed to wash his hands of
the blood?

Blli Conroy

House of Death Informant reveals his story to Narco News | 1 comment (1
toplical, 0 hidden)
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Return to The Narcosphere Homepage

: : -141-
httn ://narcoébhere.narconews.com/storv/2006/ 10/9/235555/431 10/16/2006



Case 3:05-cv-00478-FM  Document 74  Filed 10/19/2006 Page 20 of 21

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE
WESTERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS
EL PASO DIVISION

JANET PADILLA, ET AL.
Plaintiffs,
VS. Civil Action No. EP 05-CA-0478
JUDGE MONTALVO
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,

GIOVANNI GAUDIOSO, ET AL.
Defendants,

SO GO WO O O SO Y O WO R

AFFIDAVIT OF JANET PADILLA

BEFORE ME, the undersigned authority, on this day personally appeared Janet
Padilla known to me to be the person whose name appears below, who upon being duly

sworn, deposes and states the following:

“My name is Janet Padilla. Iam over the age of twenty-one (21) years and in all
ways competent to make this affidavit. All of the facts stated herein are within my
personal knowledge and are true and correct.

I have been a legal resident of the United States since 1986 and I am eligible to
become a citizen. I was married to Luis Padilla in 1996 and remained very close to him
during our marriage. We have three children. I spoke to my husband at least four or five
times a day on his cell phone.

On or about January 14, 2004 my husband left the house in the morning but never
made it to work at International Freight Line Service where he worked as a mechanic.
He did not answer his telephone. I began to search for him. Shortly thereafter, all his
family members began to search. That same day we found my husband’s car with the
keys in the ignition and the door open. It appeared that the inside of the car had been
thoroughly searched. And, the gate to the property was left open. It appeared that
whoever left the property, left in a hurry. I became extremely frightened for my
husband’s safety.
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After that morning, I never saw my husband again. I reported the disappearance
to the local authorities. Two weeks after his disappearance, the Mexican authorities in
Juarez Mexico, Antisequestro, (Anti-sequestration) department called me to identify a
body. I found my husband. Although his body had partially decomposed, there were
obvious signs of abuse. His hands and feet had been bound with duct tape. His head and
mouth were also partially bound with duct tape. His pants were soaked in blood

especially in the groin area. It appeared to me that Luis, my husband, had been tortured
to death.

Further affiant sayeth not.”

Tan Ila

Subscribed and sworn to me, this 6™ day of October 2006 to certify which witness

my hand and official seal.

2'774,{ wm,/a. ﬂd/ngﬂ&

Notary Public for the State of Texas

SEAL' g\\wass\s\\\\ss\ ~

S N
f{%ﬁ MARCELA BARRERA
Vi ENotary Public, State of Tewas §

:
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