—_—————

Office of Investigations

U.S. Department of Hameland Security
425 1Smect, NW
Wastungton, DC 20536
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and Customs
Enforcement

MEMORANDUM FOR:*  ALL SPECIAL :AGENTS IN CHARGE
ALL ATTACHES
ALL DEPUTY ASSISTANT DIRECTORS

FROM: ‘ Marcy M. Forman m ' m c P
Director
Office of Investigations

SUBJECT: Modification of All “Terrorist” Records Maintained in TECS by
ICE Office of Investigations

Purpose

To implement procedures within ICE Office of Investigations (OI) to conform with Homeland
Security Presidential Directive - 6 (HSPD-6), which directs that all existing watch-lists be
consolidated into one United States Government terrorist watch-list.

Background

Prior 1o the events of 9/11, over twelve (12) separate systems and databases {including TECS)
were maintained by nine (9) Federal agencies for the purpose of tracking suspected terrorists
and their activities. These disparate systems, and the scparate criteria under which each agency
identified and tracked terrorists, led to extreme difficulties in sharing, consolidating and
disseminating information for potential action.

To strengthen the United States Government’s approach to terTorism screening and provide for
the appropriate and lawful use of terrorist information in screening processes, the President
ordered the fimplementation of HSPD-6, which, in addition to establishing a common watch-
list, provided for the establishment of the Terrorist Screening Center (TSC).

Discussion

The TSC is responsible for managing the Terrorist Screening Database (TSDB) that contains
the names of subjects who have been nominated and approved via the National
Counterterrorism Center (NCTC), formerly referred to as the Terrorist Threat Integration
Center (TTIC). All other Government watch-lists, including No-Fly/Selectee, National Crime
Information Center, Consular Lookout and Support System, and Interagency Border Inspcction
System are subsets of the TSDB.
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The process and threshold for Romination of a subject into the TSDB ig currently being
reviewed and revised in an effort to eliminate duplication, avoid auto-populating, and establigh
a govermnment-wide threshold and procedure for the nomination of subjects.

Al present, there are approximately 12,000 TECS records that are classified as “terrorist” in
either the status code ST {suspected terrorist), SK (known terrorist), SF (TSA No Fly List
subject), SX (associate of terrorist), or S9 (TSA Selectee List subject) and/or the category code
TR (terrorist) field. ICE personne! within the Offices of Investigations, Intelligence, and
International Affairs, are the owners of approximately 4,000 of these records. Inquiries by
Congress, the Government Accounting Office and the DHS Office of the Inspector General

Action

In compliance with HSPD-6, ICE will modify or remove alf ICE-generated TECS records
designated as “terrorist”. Modifications to each subject record should be made in the status
and/or category field that contain “terrorist” to reflect the nature of the under{ying
Investigation. For cxXample, if a subject is suspected of being involved in terrorist financing,

location wil] be distributed to the National Security Assistant Special Agent-in-Charge (ASAC)
in each SAC office for immediate review and revision. Al records must pe modified by Aprif

At pres

Watch-list is to submit the name to the FBI for nomination, through the FBI J oint Terrorism
Task Force structure. While the nomination is pending, TECS records created relating to the
subject will reflect “ome day lookout” or “other.”

nomination to the TSDB wil] be coerdinated through the local National Security ASAC. Upon
ASAC authorization, ICE field components will contact the National Targeting Center, ICE
Duty Liaisor Officer, at s . il facilitate the creation of g record in the
TSDB by TSC. When a recorq is created in the TSDB, an automatic TECS/TIPOFF lookout
will be generated through the TSC/TECS interface. ICE field components will provide
supporting documentation as SOOR as practicable to the ICE NTC Duty Liaison Officer 10
¢nsure subjects are appropriately maintained in the TSDB. ICE Headquarters is working to

establish a permanent Techanism and standard procedure for ICE to nominate futnre watch-

If you have any questions régarding the watch-list procedure or other information in this
memo, please contact Susan Aarons, ICE NTC Section Chief, at mum—— . C:
NTC Duty Liaison Officer can be rcached 24/7 ar ‘




